PSY 410f Section A 

Capstone: Social Cognition

Instructor:


Dr. Heather Claypool
  

Office Hours:  W 3– 4 PM; TH 2 – 3 PM
claypohm@muohio.edu

Office Location: Benton Hall, 126-E


Course Website:

http://www.users.muohio.edu/claypohm/Social_Cognition.html

Note: Students are required to have regular internet access because course announcements, grades, assignments, and other information will be posted on the class website.  Students are responsible for visiting the website frequently to access this information.

Course location and time:


MW    5-6:15 PM
Benton Hall 108

Required Reading:

Course packet: Available at Oxford Copy Shop, 10 S. Poplar, Oxford, OH (513-523-3636).  A packet costs 52.80 + tax.

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.
Goals of the Course

This course fulfills the Capstone Experience portion of the Miami Plan Curriculum.  According to the Office of Liberal Education website:

“The Capstone Experience…integrates liberal learning with specialized knowledge. Each Capstone emphasizes sharing of ideas, synthesis, and critical, informed reflection as significant precursors to action, and each includes student initiative in defining and investigating problems or projects.”

Thus, the content and structure of this class are designed to meet the goals of a Capstone Experience.  

This course will provide you with an in-depth look at selected social cognition topics.  Broadly, social cognition studies how we encode, interpret, process, recall, and respond to social information. By definition, social cognition is at the intersection of social and cognitive psychology and is a strongly experimental discipline.  Appropriate to the goals of a capstone, this course will provide you the opportunity to synthesize knowledge from several areas of Psychology (social, cognitive, research methods, and statistics), exchange and debate ideas, and generate unique research questions and projects of your own.  

Structure of the Course

Material in this course will be disseminated primarily via class discussion.  Students are strongly urged to come to class prepared to offer insightful comments and/or ask provocative questions concerning that day’s reading.  A successful course relies on a free and meaningful exchange of ideas among students and between students and faculty.  So remember, the success of this course is largely dependent on your participation in it.  

Evaluation

	Item
	Points

	In-class Participation & Attendance
	50   

	Research Hypotheses
	50 

	Two “Minor” Papers
	75 (each) 

	Three Exams 
	75 (each) 

	One “major” Paper
	125  

	In-class Presentation
	125 

	Total
	725


Total
  
   

Earned Grade



674 – 725


A




652 – 673


A-




630 - 651


B+




601 – 629


B




580 – 600


B-




558 – 579


C+

529 – 557


C




507 – 528


C-




485 – 506


D+

456 – 484


D




435 – 455


D-




434 and below


F

Quantity and Quality of Hypotheses

On days marked with an asterisk (*) on the schedule, students will be required to turn in a research hypothesis they generated based on that day’s reading.  This hypothesis should be written down on two index cards.  At the start of class, students will turn in one of these cards to me.  The other card they will keep to aid with class discussion.  
Generating these hypotheses challenges students to closely examine course readings and think critically and innovatively about them. One must understand the theoretical issues involved in a reading and use those as a basis for generating a new, testable hypothesis that logically follows from that material.  

If a student turns in an understandable and testable hypothesis that is relevant to the reading, s/he will receive a “+.”  If a student does not turn in a hypothesis, or turns one in that is unrelated to the reading, or is not an understandable and testable hypothesis, s/he will receive a “-.”  The number of “+” grades one receives will be evaluated in the following way:


Number of + Grades

Points Earned



9-11



50


8



45


7



40


6



35

5



30


4



25


3



20


2



15


1



10


0



0


Late hypotheses will not be accepted under any circumstance.

Minor Papers

Students will draft two short papers (each of about 2 – 4 pages in length).  These papers will require students to respond to, summarize, critically analyze, and/or apply topics recently discussed in class to real-world phenomena.  More details will be provided on these assignments later.

Major Paper

Students will also be required to draft a major research paper. This paper will require students to generate a unique research hypothesis inspired by one or more of the course readings and to elaborate on how that hypothesis could be tested.  This paper will require a literature review, positioning the student’s research idea in the context of prior social cognition theory and research, and an explanation of why the research topic would make a valuable contribution to the field of social cognition.  The paper will then detail specific procedures/methods to be used to test the research hypothesis and describe the predicted results.  The paper will close with an explanation of the implications of these predicted findings for social cognition research and theory.  More specific details on this assignment will be provided later.

Deadlines for the minor and major papers are firm and clearly identified on the course schedule (see below).  Papers turned in after the deadline will be considered late, and students will lose 5% of the points allotted for that assignment for each day it is late.  There will be no exceptions.  If you must miss class on a paper due date, you must arrange to turn in your paper on time by emailing it to me or by arranging to have someone deliver your paper to me.

In-class Presentation

During the last three class periods of the semester, students will give an oral presentation describing their research hypothesis, the methods used to test the hypothesis, the predicted results, and the implications of those results for social cognition theory.  These presentations will be brief (roughly 6 – 8 minutes) with 1 – 2 minutes afterward for questions.  This exercise will encourage students to hone their communication skills, by requiring them to express a complex set of ideas in a clear, concise fashion.  More details will be provided about this assignment later.  

Essay Exams

There will be three in-class essay exams – two during the semester and one during final exam week.  The exams will not be cumulative. Exams will primarily cover material discussed in class, but anything in the course readings is fair game.  The exams are designed to test students’ understanding of important social-cognitive research findings and theories.  They will challenge students by asking them to integrate findings and theories across topics and/or apply them to novel situations.

Makeup Exams:  If you miss an exam due to illness or emergency, you must contact me prior to, or within two days, of the missed exam. Before I can schedule a makeup exam, you must have a written, verified medical excuse or provide documentation that you were involved in an emergency situation (e.g., sudden death in the family).  If you cannot provide documentation of illness or emergency, you will receive a zero on the exam.

If you know that you cannot attend class on an exam day because of your participation in athletic or other extra-curricular activities or because of observance of a religious holiday, you must contact me within the first two weeks of the course.  I will make arrangements to give you the exam at another time.  Note that makeup exams will likely be different from the exam given to everyone else.  

Special Considerations

If you require special accommodations due to a physical or learning disability, please contact me within the first two weeks of the course so we can accommodate your needs.

Psychology 410f (Section A) – Fall 2004
Class Schedule  

	Date
	Topic
	Reading / Activity

	 M 8/23
W 8/25
	No Class

Intro; Syllabus 
	

	M 8/30
W 9/1
	Memory for Individual Behavior
Memory for Group Behavior
	Hastie & Kumar (1979)

Fyock & Stangor (1994)*

	T 9/7
W 9/8
	Accessibility: Effects on Judgment I
Accessibility: Effects on Judgment II
	Srull & Wyer (1979)
Herr, Sherman, & Fazio (1983)*

	M 9/13
W 9/15
	Accessibility: Effects on Behavior

Automaticity: Components I
	Bargh, Chen, & Burrows (1996) & Dijksterhuis et al. (1998) 
Bargh (1994; pp 1-15)*

	M 9/20
W 9/22
	Automaticity: Components II
Study Day / Review
	Bargh (1994; pp 16-40)


	M 9/27
W 9/29
	Exam 1
Automatic Goal Activation
	Bargh & Chartrand (1999)*

	M 10/4
W 10/6
	Bias Correction: Set/Reset
Flexible Corrections
	Martin, Seta, & Crelia (1990)*
Wegener & Petty (1995);
Minor Paper 1 Due

	M 10/11

W 10/13
	Introspection I
NO CLASS: PMIG Conference
	Nisbett & Wilson (1977; pp 231-246)* 



	M 10/18

W 10/20
	Introspection II

Thought Control: Suppression & Rebound
	Nisbett & Wilson (1977; pp 246-259) 

Wegner & Erber (1992)* 

	M 10/25

W 10/27
	Social Cognition & Communication
Study Day / Review
	Higgins & Rholes (1978)*

	M 11/1

W 11/3 
	EXAM 2
Stereotypes: Perceiver’s Perspective
	Kunda (2001; pp 313-346)


	M 11/8

W 11/10
	Stereotypes: Applications
Stereotypes: Target’s Perspective
	Kunda (2001; pp 346 – 369)*
Kunda (2001; pp 369-393)

	M 11/15

W 11/17
	Stereotype Threat

Perceived Control I
	Steele (1997)* 
Langer (1975); Minor Paper 2 Due

	M 11/22

W 11/24
	Perceived Control II

NO CLASS: University Holiday
	

	M 11/29

W 12/1


	Social Cognition & the Self
Student Presentations
	Linville (1985)*
Major Paper Due FRIDAY 12/3 5 PM


	M 12/6

W 12/8
	Student Presentations

Student Presentations
	

	M 12/13


	Final Exam 7:45 pm


	


* Topics covered & exam dates may change if the class gets ahead of or falls behind schedule






6

