Minor Paper Assignment #2
Due Monday Nov 22nd, 2004
This assignment will involve (1) reading a brief research article, (2) summarizing it, (3) relating it to class material and (4) proposing a follow-up study.

To begin the assignment, read this article:


Lakin, J. L., & Chartrand, T. L. (2003).  Using unconscious behavioral mimicry to create affiliation and rapport.  Psychological Science, 14, 334-339.

After reading the article, write a summary of it.  Specifically, explain (in a sentence or two) the purpose (hypothesis) of the article.  Then, summarize the methodology and results of all experiments in the article. This summary does not need to be overly long.  However, you must provide enough detail so that someone who reads ONLY your summary will have a clear understanding of what the research participants did and what the results showed even without reading the original article.
Next, explain how the experiments make contributions to the studies of (1) behavioral mimicry and (2) non-conscious goals.  For both topics, cite and discuss a research finding from another class reading related to them.  Then, explain how the results from the Lakin and Chartrand article expand on that prior work.  How do Lakin and Chartrand’s results advance these fields?  Note: the research findings you cite/describe may come from the same article, but the results should be from different experiments.
Finally, think of a study that you could conduct to follow-up on the research.  That is, if you could conduct a study to expand on the ideas presented in the article, what would you do?  Explain the method of your proposed study in specific detail, describe the results you expect, and why you expect them.  Make your idea as unique as possible (that is, don’t simply use an idea that the authors themselves mention in the discussion section of the paper).
REMINDER:

Remember, if you paraphrase an idea from an article, you must cite the source of that idea.  You can do this in either of the following ways:-

Hastie and Kumar (1979) found that individuals tend to recall expectancy inconsistent 
information more than expectancy consistent information.


Individuals tend to recall expectancy inconsistent information more than expectancy 
consistent information (Hastie & Kumar, 1979).

To cite a passage verbatim, place it in quotation marks and cite the authors and page number:

“Specific acts that are unexpected or incongruent with reference to a person’s 

general impression are well remembered compared  to acts that are unsurprising or congruent” (Hastie & Kumar, 1979, p. 31).  

The grading criteria are:

Summary of Article

Accurate and clear description of the article hypothesis


5 pts


Complete and clear description of methods




10 pts

Complete and clear description of results  




10 pts
Explanation of how results make contributions to:

Behavioral mimicry









    Prior work cited/explained






4 pts

    How current work advances topic 





4 pts
Non-conscious goals









    Prior work cited/explained






4 pts

    How current work advances topic





4 pts
Follow-up Study
Proposed method is clear/logical  





7 pts




Proposed results are clear






7 pts

Rationale provided for expected results clear, based on theory

7 pts

Idea is unique








4 pts

Composition


Overall organization 







3 pts


Proper spelling, punctuation






3 pts


Followed formatting requirements





3 pts











------











75 pts

Format Requirements:

The paper should be 3 – 6 pages in length. It should include a cover page with your name and the date (Note: the cover page does not count toward the page limit).  Papers must be typed and double spaced, with 1-inch margins (for top, bottom, left and right).  If you include a header, do NOT put your name on it.
