Exam 3: Study Guide & Strategies

Anything discussed in class or in the readings is “fair game” for the test.  Below is a list of questions and issues that will help guide your preparations.

1.  Know the methodology and general pattern of results for all the experimental (e.g., non-review) articles.

2.  For each article, understand why the effect under investigation occurred.  That is, know the processes responsible for the results reported in the readings.

Kunda (2001)

1.  What sorts of information might be contained in a stereotype?

2.  Know Devine’s (1989) work on automatic stereotype activation.  What conclusions did she draw concerning individual differences (if any) in automatic stereotype activation?

3.  Be able to cite research results that contradict some of the conclusions of Devine’s work.

4.  Understand and be able to describe research showing that stereotype activation may require cognitive effort.

5.  Be able to cite research evidence showing that stereotypes can guide interpretation.

6.  Be able to cite research illustrating that we often “shift” our standards when judging members of different social groups.

7.  Understand and be able to cite research evidence illustrating that stereotypes can sometimes bias how we interpret a person even when we receive individuating information about him/her.

8.  How can stereotypes impact our expectations of someone’s future behavior?

9.  Understand and be able to describe the Bodenhausen (1990) study on “morning people” versus “night people.”  What did this study tell us about stereotype use?

10.  There are two major explanations for why we tend to use stereotypes while under a cognitive load more than individuating information.  What are they?

11.  Sometimes individuals might be motivated to use a stereotype. What might such a motivation be?  Be able to cite research evidence to back up your answer.

12.  Be able to define subtyping and cite research showing that it happens.

13.  What factors make it more likely that a counter-stereotypic individual will be subtyped?

14.  What factors need to be present for “contact” between groups to be successful (i.e., lead to decreased hostility and increased liking?).  Be able to cite the “Robber’s Cave” experiment as evidence.

Steele (1997)

1.  Steele argues that one must be “identified’ with school to be successful at it.  What does he mean by this?

2.  What are the consequences of becoming “disidentified” with school achievement?

3.  For those who are “identified” with a particular domain (for example, math), why is stereotype threat ultimately a threat to one’s self definition?

4.  Be able to cite research evidence that stereotype threat hurts performance of African Americans and women.

5.  Be able to cite research evidence that the African American stereotype becomes activated for African Americans in stereotype threat conditions.

6.  Be able to cite research evidence that one’s identification with a particular domain decreases following stereotype threat.

7.  What are some ways that the negative consequences of stereotype threat can be eliminated?

Langer (1975)
1.  Be able to define “illusion of control.”

2.  Understand Langer’s guiding methodology---that introducing aspects of skill into chance situations will increase participants’ illusion of control. 

3.  Be able to identify/define the 4 “aspects of skill” that Langer investigated.

4.  Be able to describe the methods and results of each of Langer’s experiments.  What are the conclusions of these experiments?  

5.  Why, according to Langer, is the illusion of control so common/dominant?

Linville (1985)
1. Be able to define “spill over” and “self-complexity.”

2. What are the consequences of having low or high self-complexity?
3. Be able to describe the method and results of both of Linville’s experiments and explain what her findings tell us about self-complexity.

4. Be able to describe the 4 assumptions of Linville’s model.

Important Terms to Know:

Stereotype


Illusion of Control
Shifting standards

Self Complexity
Subtype (subtyping)

Spill over
Contact hypothesis

Stereotype threat

Identification

Disidentification

Tips & Hints

Be able to apply knowledge/theory from the readings to new situations.

Be able to clearly and efficiently summarize major theoretical points from the readings.

Be able to compare/contrast ideas across readings.

Be able to synthesize information from different readings.

Be able to generate hypotheses consistent with the theories/results in the readings.

Be prepared to back up any claims you make by citing results from experiments as evidence.

