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Course Objectives and Structure

There are a variety of definitions of “politics” but they nearly all share in common the recognition that at its heart politics is a process by which some interests are realized and others are not. Politics is about making choices, about picking winners and losers. Many people see this as a dirty process. It can, however, also be seen as an inspiring and noble endeavor. It is undeniably central to our lives. This course will serve as an introduction to politics in the public realm and will focus on several sub-themes that will explore politics in different settings. And since a presidential election is being contested as we meet, we will be surrounded by politics as picking winners everyday!
First we will study political life in Washington, DC. Readings will focus on the origins and pathways of the political careers of President Kennedy and President Nixon. Through a focus on the lives of politicians we will also learn about the forces that shape politics in America. We will watch the battles that politicians win and lose, and the interests that win and lose during their careers. 

Second, we will turn our attention in an extended way to the politics of presidential elections—and recounts—by examining the 2000 election controversy. Here will we seek to master the basics of how US presidential elections work both in theory and practice, and the roles of political parties, the states, Congress, and the Courts in elections. By definition, elections pick winners and losers. We will also track the 2004 elections, both for the White House and the Congress, and maybe a few local issues as well.

Finally, we will examine the US “war” on terrorism. We will cover some current events and background material, definitions of terrorism, and the debates about the effectiveness of efforts at counter-terrorism. We will read Bob Woodward’s account of the run-up to war on Iraq, Plan of Attack. No process picks winner and losers—life and death—as starkly as does war. We will explore the background of our current “war” and track its progress. 
Teaching Strategies

We will emphasize active learning approaches and seminar-style discussions as our primary approach. Each topic will include room for debate and student presentation of research and writing. Lecturing will be kept to a minimum, normally just for background. Most of our conversations will depend on student leadership. As a way to build community and to reinforce the idea that learning can happen outside the classroom, let’s watch for something good to do together outside of class. I’ll be sending you a crazy amount of emails as the term rolls along, mostly news stories from around the web. So get ready.

Books

Christopher Matthews, Kennedy and Nixon (NY: Simon & Schuster, 1997)

Bob Woodward, Plan of Attack (NY: Simon & Schuster, 2004)
Jeffrey Toobin, Too Close To Call (NY: Random House, 2001)

Other readings will be sent via email or placed on E-reserve.

Requirements and Evaluation

Students will write several papers during the course that are structured so as to build writing skills. In each of the four sections of the course, they will write a one-page summary of an assigned (part of the) reading. Then they will write a one-page summary of an outside (i.e., not assigned) reading that is related to the topic under consideration. These tasks lead up the final assignment, where students write a position paper on the political topic under consideration. This paper, about eight pages in length, should be fully cited and take a stand on a topic that emerges from each section of the course, while still being careful to consider counter-arguments. The paper should root an issue on the literature, evidence, and competing views on the issue, and then make a compelling (and fair) case for the student’s position. We’ll talk more about this assignment in class. The due dates for these papers are listed on the schedule below (students may submit papers before these dates of course). A final exam will explore, in an essay format, the material throughout the term. There will be no extra credit assignments.  Late papers will not be accepted.  Accommodations will be made for students who work with the Office of Learning Assistance; the appropriate paperwork from OLA should be delivered to the professor during the first two week of class.

Summary paper 
3 @ 4% each

12%

Outside summary 
3 @ 4% each

12%

Position paper 

3 @ 15% each

45%

Final Exam




21%

Participation




10%







------







100%

Class Environment

The professor is committed to the political science department's policy of supporting the learning of all students, irrespective of gender, ethnicity, race, age, religion, handicapping condition, or sexual preference.  Students should be able to expect that their learning environments are free from any form of prejudice.  If prejudicial behavior occurs, you should talk to the professor and identify the specific offense or disparaging behavior.  If you are not content with the resolution of your complaint you are encouraged to consult with the Department Chair.  The university exists for learning and the free and open pursuit of ideas. Anything that impedes this mission is antithetical to the role of a university and will not be tolerated.

Academic Honesty And Attendance
Students in the class are governed by the university rules pertaining to academic misconduct and class attendance (see Parts V and VII, Undergraduate Academic Regulations, The Student Handbook). Students are expected to attend all class sessions; consistent with university rules there will be no penalty for missing absences on religious holidays (provided you notify me in the first two weeks of the term if you will miss a class for religious observance). Students must decide if other conflicts warrant missing class; I should be notified in advance. These and all other university rules are hereby incorporated by reference.

Miami Plan Foundation Course: IIIA (Social Science)
Consistent with the Miami Plan, this course is designed to promote (1) "critical thinking" by studying theoretical concepts, empirical patterns, and normative values, as they apply to politics as a process that determines winners and losers, and by focusing on the development of writing skills; (2) "understanding contexts" by examining the milieu in which political processes occur; (3) "engaging with other learners" by providing opportunities for class discussion and debate and the discussion of students’ papers; and (4) "reflecting and acting" by preparing students to be responsible, active participants in domestic and world affairs and by providing a set of intellectual tools that students may use to continue to guide their understanding of and action in the affairs of the world, including the development of at least preliminary “positions” on some political issues. 
Tentative Schedule

	Tuesday
Aug 24
Introduction: Getting Political…

Aug 31: Political Lives
Matthews: intro-5
Sept 7
M-T Switch Day: No Class

Sept 14
Matthews: 14-17
Sept 21
Matthews: 18-23; “outside” summaries due

Sept 28
Assessing Kennedy and Nixon

Oct 5
Toobin: 3-6; position paper 1 due
Oct 12
Toobin: 10-14
Oct 19
Recount, election, and transition stories via email

Oct 26
Electoral Math; outside summaries due
Nov 2
Election Day
Nov 9: War on Terrorism
Woodward Prologue–5; position paper 2 due
Nov 16
Woodward 10-15; inside summaries due
Nov 23
Woodward 19-24; outside summaries due
Nov 30
Woodward 25-32
Dec 7
Assessing the War on Terrorism
Readings on electronic reserve
	Thursday
Aug 26
News sent to your email accounts

Sept 2
Matthews: 6-8

Sept 9
Matthews: 9-13; “inside” summaries due
Sept 16
Journeys with George

Sept 23
Matthews: 24-end

Oct 30: Elections, Part 1
Toobin: prologue-2
Oct 7
Toobin: 7-9; inside summaries due
Oct 14
Toobin 15-epilogue
Oct 21: Elections, Part 2
Legacy of Bush v. Gore
Readings on electronic reserve

Oct 28
House and Senate Races

Nov 4
Winners and losers
Nov 11
Woodward 6-9
Nov 18
Woodward 16-18
Nov 25
Thanksgiving: No class

Dec 2
Woodward 33-epilogue; position paper 3 due
Dec 9
Assessing Winners and Losers


Monday Dec 13: Final Examination @ 945AM
