English H101—Course Objectives

From Amazon to YouTube: The Impact of the Internet on U.S. Culture and Communication

This writing-and reading-intensive seminar fulfills Miami Plan goals of (1) critical thinking, (2) understanding of contexts, (3) engaging with other learners, and (4) reflection leading to informed action. As a Writing & Cultures Core Course, this course also fulfills a number of the Honors & Scholars Program's writing and intercultural objectives, including:
Writing Objectives 
--To gain fluency and confidence as a writer by creating at least 30 pages of revised writing. 
--To gain a more self-conscious awareness of one’s writing process (e.g., stages of writing, one’s particular struggles and strengths, different processes needed for different contexts). 
--To gain practice in writing for different audiences and purposes (academic situations, public debate, personal exploration). 
--To incorporate the ideas of others into one’s own writing through paraphrase, summary, quotation, definition, and description. 
--To gain practice in a variety of forms of textual analysis (illustration of a textual passage or claim; close textual analysis of a passage, analysis of the elements of an argument; analysis of the rhetorical elements of a text; comparison and contrast of texts; application; evaluation; synthesis). 
--To gain strong introductory research skills (identifying feasible topics; locating appropriate sources; gaining familiarity with Miami’s libraries; documenting sources). 
Intercultural Objectives
--To explore the possible meanings and implications of culture over time; 
--To examine one’s own culture and history from the perspective of people outside it; 
--To understand how culture informs our interpretation of the events around us and shapes our understanding of the people with whom we come in contact; 
--To gain perspective on a culture and a time period different from one’s own; 
--To consider and reason through moral dilemmas involving culture, ethnicity and race; 
--To gain an understanding of various forms of cultural, ethnic and racial prejudice and discrimination and various possible responses; 
--To move toward developing a set of standards in dealing with diversity and cultural conflict.
In addition, to these objectives, other course writing and rhetoric goals include that by the end of the semester students will be able:
--To gain practice participating in and rhetorically analyzing a variety of Internet forums (e.g., discussion boards, chats, virtual worlds, social networking)
--To choose, critique, and employ a variety of multi-modal elements (images, audio, video) in effective web authoring.
--To design and conduct primary research (e.g., surveys and interviews)
