How to Access the Full Text (Electronic or Print) of a Journal Article: An Unvarnished Guide to Tracking Down Papers You Need 

Miami University Libraries

Last updated September 17, 2007, Kevin Messner (messnekr@muohio.edu)

Part A: Starting from a literature index (i.e., you just discovered the citation in a search):

1. Click the “Find It” or “OLinks” button or link associated with the article citation in the index.  This link may be next to the citation on the initial search results page, or on a detailed record page for the article.  Ex:
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Some insights into the stereochemi
2-luoro-p-hydroxycinnamate and

ty of inhibition of macrophage migrati
analogues from molecular dynamics

1y factor with

Zhuang §, ZouJ,

ng Y, Mao X, Zhang B, Liu H, Yu Q

Department of Chemistry, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027, PR China.

Macrophage migration inhibitary factor (MIF) exhibits tautomerase activity on phenylpyruvate and has
E-stereochemistry preference. To investigate the binding mades of its competitive inhibitors and evaluate their
binding affinities, molecular dynamics simulations together with MM-PBSA (molecular mechanics Paisson-Boltzmann
surface area) analysis were performed on MIF complexed with (E)-2-fluoro-p-hydraxycinnamate and five
analogues. Pro-1 was discovered to form a bifurcated hydrogen bond between its protonated nitrogen and
carboxylate oxygens of E-ligands and Tyr-36. No hydrogen bonds were found between Pro-1 and Z-ligands. This
distinct binding characteristic of E- and Z-ligands with Pro-1 may be the main factor for the large difference in
their binding affinities, which is consistent with the previous repart that Pro-1is essential for the catalytic activity
of MIF. MM-PBSA analysis revealed that energy comporents including van der Waals, electrostatic, and
hydrophobic interactions are in favor of binding, among which electrostatic interactions are predorminant to the
binding affinity difference.
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Crystal structure of macrophage migration inhibitory factor comolexed
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Google Scholar*


*To make OLinks appear in Google Scholar, you may need to go to “Scholar Preferences” ( Library Links, and select OhioLink as your library.

2. The OLinks service will show how you can get the article, whether online or in print.
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a. On the OLinks pop-up screen, there will ideally be a link near the top left of the page, reading “Full text of this article at…”.  Click this link – you should be taken either right to the full text, or to a home page for the journal from where you can navigate to the correct year/volume/issue/pages.  For a few obnoxious databases like Lexis/Nexus, you’ll go to their home page where you’ll need to redo your search for the item title to get to the full text (which, candidly, they do not always actually have available).
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b. If the full text link is not on the Olinks page (or is not working), check the “Copies in your library” box to see if we have this journal in print.  If it reads “Miami University has,” check the ranges of volumes/years that are listed and see if the volume/year you need is included (note that “1985-”, with no end date indicated, means we should have the current issues).  Look where the volume is held -- usually this will be “Science Periodical” for more recent issues or “SW Depository” for older issues.

- Science Periodical (or King Periodical): come to the library (“Science”=Brill Library) to get the print version from the shelf. 

- SW Depository: journals older than 1985 are almost all stored in the Southwest Ohio Regional Depository (SWORD) in Middletown.  They will scan articles on request, and can usually get a requested article to you within 24 hours.

You can link from OLinks to the Miami Libraries catalog through the link at the bottom of the “Copies in your library” box labeled “View details in the Miami University Library catalog.”  (This does a search of the catalog on the journal title name.)  From here you can see an itemized view of the volumes we have and where, and get to the “Request Item” link for SW Depository requests.  You might also see a full text link in the catalog, which could be different than that shown in the OLinks menu.

NOTE: OLinks is, frankly, sometimes misleading. It’s a useful service, but it will sometimes tell you that we have access to an article that we really don’t, or it will suggest that we don’t have something we do.  OLinks also has a bad habit of only telling you one site that holds the online article, when there may be several sites we can access.  In any case, don’t give up merely based on what OLinks tells you.

Part B:  Starting from a known citation (or if OLinks can’t find it or tells you we don’t have it):


1. Check Miami’s e-journal list:  This can be found on the Libraries home page.  Do a search for the title you want.  Once you find it, all the providers of full text for the journal that we know will be listed, with the dates they can provide (take the dates with a grain of salt, they can change frequently).  Sometimes a very large number of providers will be listed alongside the same date range; these are probably redundant, so don’t check each one.  The links will take you to the provider, e.g. to the journal’s web site.

2. Check the catalog: The catalog keeps a record of what journals we have in both print and online formats. The catalog can also be found on the Libraries home page.  Click Catalog, and do a Title search, searching on the journal title.

For print, it will have a reliable record of what volumes we have and where they are located.  For online, the records are not as complete – they may or may not indicate dates and volumes accurately; and if the title is available from more than one source the links may be split between different catalog records which can be hard to sift through.  When the e-journal list doesn’t help, though, the catalog is still worth checking.

NOTE: Miami’s catalog does not keep a record of the individual journal articles we have in our library.  No library catalog does this – there are simply too many articles to track this way.  So you cannot search the catalog for a journal article.  The catalog track the journal titles we have, and the indexes tell you what journal articles are in what journal titles.

NOTE: You will see links to the OhioLINK statewide catalog, which allows you to request books from other libraries across the state.  Though it is a great way to get books we don’t have at Miami, OhioLINK is not helpful at present with journals – libraries won’t lend out journal volumes, nor do we have a photocopy/scanning system set up within OhioLINK.

3. Check Google: Sometimes we can access items not reflected in any of our systems (e.g., open access journals or “sample issues” from publishers that Miami can access).  Google Scholar (http://scholar.google.com/schhp) is useful for this.  Off-campus access may be more limited if we can access something via a subscription or license.
4. Ask us at Brill: Stop by, call our reference service at 9-7201, or email me at messnekr@muohio.edu.  I can usually respond to email within 24 hours, perhaps slower on some weekends.


5.  Use Interlibrary Loan:  We can generally get a copy of the article you need from another library that does subscribe.  There is no charge to you for this.  This service takes a few days to a couple of weeks, so don’t rely on this if you need the article tomorrow.

