Importing Citations from PubMed into RefWorks

Miami University Libraries
last updated 10/27/2008, Kevin Messner (messnekr@muohio.edu)

Summary: This guide demonstrates step-by-step how to import one or more citations from the PubMed database into your RefWorks account.  This guide demonstrates the process for a PC running Windows XP; the process on other systems is very similar.

	1) From a PubMed search, select the citations you want to export by checking the box to the left of the citations.

Using the "Send To" dropdown menu, send these items to the “Clipboard.”  
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	2) Go to the “Clipboard” tab.  Note the number of citations you have placed on the Clipboard to track that they are all successfully imported to RefWorks when you are finished.
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	3) “Display” the citations in “MEDLINE” format.  The appearance and amount of information displayed in the records will change.
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	4) Using the “Send to” dropdown, send the Clipboard items to “File.”
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	5) A Windows dialogue box will open; you can open the text file in “Notepad” or save it directly.
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	6) Save the file to an appropriate location on your computer – note the default name of the file, or rename it 
(it should have a .txt extension).

You’ve now exported your records to your computer; next you’ll import them to RefWorks.
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	7) Open a browser window and navigate to the Miami Libraries home page (www.lib.muohio.edu); click the “RefWorks” link under “Research Resources.”
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	8) On the next page log into your RefWorks account.  After logging in, to add your PubMed references, navigate to “References” -> “Import.”
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	9) On the “Import” screen, select “NLM PubMed” as the “Input Filter/Data Source.”

Next select “PubMed” as the “Database.”
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	10) Under “Import data from the following text file”, “Browse” your files to find your .txt file and select the file and open it.

In RefWorks, click the “Import” button near the screen bottom.
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	11) As the file is imported, an asterisk should appear on the screen for each citation entered.  Next, click “View Last Imported Folder.”
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	12) The Last Imported Folder includes the citations you just imported most recently.  (When you import another batch, the previous batch will be removed from Last Imported.)  From here, move the citations to whatever folder(s) in your account you want.
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