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POL 374, Comparative Foreign Policies  
Fall 2009 

Tuesdays, Thursdays 11:15-12:30 
109 Harrison Hall  

 
THE ONLINE VERSION OF THIS SYLLABUS CONTAINS ACTIVE LINKS:  

www.users.muohio.edu/neacklj/374fall2009.pdf 
 

Dr. Laura Neack, 314 Harrison, 529-6736, neacklj (at) muohio.edu  
Office hours: Tuesdays, Thursdays 8-10 am, or by appointment 

 
 

POL 271 is a prerequisite for this course.  
This means that POL 271 must have been taken before taking this course. 

No exceptions will be made for this. 

 
 

GOALS OF POL 374 
 

 To review, analyze, and consider leading research and theoretical puzzles on foreign policy.  
 To learn about the substance of the foreign policies of many countries from around the world in the present 

time period and recent past.  
 To develop and sharpen analytical skills to use when confronting new foreign policy puzzles, whether 

working in government, working in the private sector in this era of globalization, developing cases and 
teaching materials to present to students of many ages, reading a newspaper, viewing a news program on 
television, or deliberating -- as an informed and active citizen -- about the direction of your country's 
foreign policy.  

 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 
 
Students in this course should be aware that the instructor takes all issues about academic integrity seriously. The 
university policy on academic integrity can be found at the following site: 
http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-
2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf 
 
The following is a verbatim rendering of the university’s statement on academic integrity and violations thereof: 
 

 
CHAPTER 5. Academic Integrity  
 
1.5.A Introduction  
 
The rights and responsibilities that accompany academic freedom are at the heart of the intellectual integrity of the 
University. Students are expected to behave honestly in their learning and in their behavior outside the classroom. 
Cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty undermine the value of a Miami education for everyone, and 
especially for the person who cheats.  
 
Misunderstanding of the appropriate academic conduct will not be accepted as an excuse for academic dishonesty. If a 
student is in doubt about appropriate academic conduct in a particular situation, he or she should consult with the 
instructor in the course, the department chair/program director, or the academic dean in the appropriate division in 
order to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty.  
 

http://www.users.muohio.edu/neacklj/374fall2009.pdf
http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
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1.5.B Criteria  
 
Academic dishonesty is defined as any activity that compromises the academic integrity of the institution or subverts 
the educational process. Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to:  
 
1.5.B.1 Conduct with respect to and during a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation  
 Possessing, referring to, or employing open textbooks or notes or other devices not authorized by the 
instructor.  
 Looking at or using information from another person’s paper.  
 Communicating with, providing assistance to, or receiving assistance from another person in a manner not 
authorized by the instructor.  
 Possessing, buying, selling, obtaining, or using a copy of any unauthorized materials intended to be used in the 
preparation of a quiz or examination or similar evaluation.  
 Taking a quiz or examination or similar evaluation in the place of another person.  
 Utilizing another person to take a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation in place of oneself.  
 Violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation.  
 Changing material on a graded examination and then requesting a re-grading of the examination.  
 
1.5.B.2 Written and other assignments  
 Submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work that has been wholly or partly created 
by another person.  
 Presenting as one’s own the work, ideas, representations, or words of another person without customary and 
proper acknowledgment of sources.  
 Knowingly permitting one’s work to be submitted by another person as if it were the submitter’s original work.  
 Submitting the identical or substantially the same assignment to fulfill the requirements for two or more 
courses without the approval of the instructors involved, or submitting the identical or substantially the same 
assignment from a previously completed course to fulfill requirements for another course without the approval of the 
instructor of the later course.  
 Violating procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of the assignment.  
  

 
Students should consult the Student Handbook for a discussion of the penalties for violating the university’s 
academic integrity policy. 

 

NO LAPTOPS AND NO CELL PHONES 
 
Laptop computers may not be used during class sessions. Laptops are often used for non-class purposes during 
classes and this is disruptive to students around the laptop user(s).  
 
Any cell phones that are visible to the instructor or that ring during class time will be confiscated for the remainder 
of the class period. More than two violations of this policy may result in the student being dropped from the class. 
 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

Miami University requires that students attend all regularly-scheduled class sessions. The university attendance 
policy can be found in full at the following link: 
http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-
2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf 
 
The exception to Miami's full-attendance policy is as follows:  

http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
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There are no University-recognized excused absences except for religious observances that require 
absence from a class session and other required class activities. Students must give written notification 
to their instructor within the first two weeks of class of the religious event which prohibits class 
attendance, and the date that will be missed, if officially known.  Instructors will, without prejudice, 
provide such students with reasonable accommodations for completing missed work.  However, the 
students are ultimately responsible for material covered in class, regardless of whether the student is 
absent or present. 

 
Beyond this, the following attendance policy will be used in this course:  

 Students who are 5 minutes late for class will be marked absent for that class meeting.  
 Students who leave before the end of class without prior permission of instructor will be marked absent for 

that class meeting.  
 Upon the third unexcused absence, the student's final grade will be reduced one full letter grade.  
 Upon the fourth unexcused absence, the student will be dropped from the course with a grade of F.  

 
The instructor retains the sole right to determine what is or is not an excused absence. Early semester break 
departures and late returns to campus will not qualify as excusable absences. This is especially true for the 
Thanksgiving break. 
 
Consult the Miami University Student Handbook for more information on academic integrity, class attendance, and 
other student rights and responsibilities: 
http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-
2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf 

 
 

DISABILITY RESOURCES 
 

You must be registered with the Office of Learning Assistance if you have a disability for which accommodations 
should be made. For more information, consult the Student Handbook (link appears above) or speak with the 
instructor. 

 
 

REQUIRED BOOK AND READINGS 
 
Laura Neack, The New Foreign Policy: Power Seeking in a Globalized Era, 2nd ed. (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 
2008). 
  
Andrew F. Cooper, Celebrity Diplomacy (Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers, 2007). 
 
All other readings are available on the course Blackboard site, through King Library electronic reserves or as 
marked on the course outline below. 

 
 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
This is an upper-level political science course. Students are expected to perform at an advanced level. Students are 
required to read and master articles from scholarly journals. Much of class time will be spent discussing the 
readings and not in lecture. Students need to come to class prepared to talk about the assigned readings.  
 
In this course, we will consider how foreign policy scholarship helps us understand contemporary world affairs. It 
is important that students become informed and stay informed about what is happening in the world.  Students 
should read an international news source every day and tune your radio to WMUB (88.5 FM) every morning to 
listen to Morning Edition or every afternoon to listen to All Things Considered from National Public Radio. 

http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
http://www.units.muohio.edu/secretary/policies_guidelines/student_handbook/documents/2009-2010%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
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Course Grades 
 
Course grades will be determined as follows:  
 Multiple choice quizzes on readings – 20% of course grade (total) 
  Three short research exercises – 20% of course grade (total) 
 Three in-class exams – 60% of course grade (20% each) 
 
Multiple choice quizzes. Quizzes will be held as often as weekly in class on the assigned reading materials. These 
quizzes will consist of several multiple choice items. There are no dropped quiz scores. Unexcused absences on a 
quiz day will result in a zero for that quiz. 
 
Short research exercises. Students will complete three short research assignments on topics to be distributed in 
advance of the dates indicated on the outline. These assignments will require research using news sources to 
update cases in the readings or to highlight new cases relevant to the topics at hand.  
 
Every student must complete 
 Exercise 1A OR 1B, AND 
 Exercise 2, AND 
 Exercise 3A OR 3B 
 
Each assignment must consist of the following: 

 A list of bulleted points offering relevant information on the particular case (1 page). Each item on the list 
must clearly indicate the source of the information (by number from the bibliography list). 

 An alphabetized, numbered bibliography of five news sources using the following format: 
 Author’s last name, Author’s first name. “Title of Article,” Name of News Source in Italics (month, day 

and year of publication), page number, http address (if appropriate). 
 For articles with no listed author:  “Title of Article,” Name of News Source in Italics (month, day and 

year of publication), page number, http address (if appropriate). 
 
These papers must be typed, single-spaced, in 12 pt font, with 1” margins top, bottom and sides. 
 
Exams. There will be three in-class exams on the material covered in each of three sections of the course. These 
exams will consist of short-answer identification/explanation items. Each exam is worth 20% of the final course 
grade. 
 
Grade scale. 
Plus/minus grades will be used in this course according to the following scale: 
97-100 A+  93-96 A  90-92 A-  
87-89 B+  83-86 B  80-82 B-  
77-79 C+  73-76 C  70-72 C-  
67-69 D+  63-66 D  60-62 D-  
59 and below F  
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Aug. 25  
Introduction 
 
Aug. 27 
Deconstructing Foreign Policy Puzzles: A Tangled Tale of Tibet 

 New Foreign Policy (NFP), Ch. 1 
 “Tibet News,” Tibetan Review (March 2009): 4-5. BLACKBOARD. 

 
Sept. 1, 3 
Rational Actors and National Interests 

 NFP , Ch. 2  
 
Sept. 8, 10  
Cognitive Misers and Distrusting Leaders 

 NFP, Ch. 3  
 Louise Grace Shaw, “Attitudes of the British Political Elite towards the Soviet Union,” Diplomacy and 

Statecraft 13, 1 (March 2002): 55-74. BLACKBOARD  
 Stephen Benedict Dyson, “Personality and Foreign Policy: Tony Blair’s Iraq Decisions,” Foreign Policy 

Analysis 2, 3 (July 2006): 289-306. BLACKBOARD  
 

Sept. 15 
Decision Units, Small Groups and Bureaucratic Politics 

 NFP, Ch. 4 
 

Sept. 17 
Exercise 1A – Who Makes Decisions for Iran? 
 
Sept. 22 
Exercise 1B – Who Makes Decisions for North Korea? 
 
Sept. 24 – FIRST EXAM 
 
Sept. 29, Oct. 1 
National Self-Image, Culture, and Domestic Institutions 

 NFP, Ch. 5 
 Ruth Wittlinger and Martin Larose, “No Future for Germany’s Past? Collective Memory and German Foreign 

Policy,” German Politics 16, 4 (December 2007): 481-495. BLACKBOARD 
 Richard Devetak and Jacqui True, “Diplomatic Divergence in the Antipodes: Globalisation, Foreign Policy 

and State Identity in Australia and New Zealand,” Australian Journal of Political Science 41, 2 (June 2006): 
241-256. BLACKBOARD 

 
Oct. 6 
Exercise 2 – Has Japanese Self-Image Changed? 
 
Oct. 8, 13, 15  
Domestic Politics 

 NFP, Ch. 6 
 Susan Eckstein, “The Personal is Political: The Cuban Ethnic Electoral Policy Cycle,” Latin American Politics 

and Society 50, 1 (Spring 2009): 119-148. BLACKBOARD 
 Edward D. Mansfield and Jon C. Pevehouse, “Democratization and International Organizations,” 

International Organization 60, 1 (Winter 2006): 137-167. BLACKBOARD 
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Oct. 20, 22, 27 
Public Opinion and Media 

 NFP, Ch. 7 
 Jang Hyun Kim, Tuo-Yu Su, and Junhao Hong, “The Influence of Geopolitics and Foreign Policy on the U.S. 

and Canadian Media: An Analysis of Newspaper Coverage of Sudan’s Darfur Conflict,” Harvard International 
Journal of Press/Politics 12, 3 (2007): 87-95. BLACKBOARD 

 John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, “The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy,” Middle East Policy 
XIII, 3 (Fall 2006): 29-87. BLACKBOARD 
 

Oct. 29 – SECOND EXAM 
 
Nov. 3, 5 
Great Powers 

 NFP, Ch. 8  
 Stephen M. Walt, “A New Grand Strategy for American Foreign Policy,” Boston Review, Feb-March 2005, 

available online at http://www.bostonreview.net/BR30.1/walt.html  
 Joseph Y.S. Cheng and Huangao Shi, “China's African Policy in the Post-Cold War Era,” Journal of 

Contemporary Asia 39, 1 (February 2009): 87-115. BLACKBOARD  
 
Nov. 10 
Exercise 3A – What is the Shape of U.S. Grand Strategy in the Obama Era? 
 
Nov. 12, 17, 19  
Other Powers 

 NFP, Ch. 9 
 Tuomas Forsberg, “German Foreign Policy and the War on Iraq: Anti-Americanism, Pacifism or 

Emancipation?” Security Dialogue 36, 2 (June 2005): 213-231. BLACKBOARD 
 Cyril I. Obi, “Nigeria’s Foreign Policy and Transnational Security Challenges in West Africa,” Journal of 

Contemporary African Studies 26, 2 (April 2008): 183-196. BLACKBOARD 
 Nimrod Raphaeli and Bianca Gersten, “Sovereign Wealth Funds: Investment Vehicles for the Persian Gulf 

Countries,” Middle East Quarterly 15, 2 (Spring 2008): 45-53. BLACKBOARD 
 
Nov. 24 
A Nested Game with Many Players: A Tangled Tale of Pinochet and Beyond 

 NFP, Ch. 10 
 
Nov. 26 – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
 
Dec. 1, 3 

 Cooper, Celebrity Diplomacy, ENTIRE. 
 
Dec. 8 
Exercise 3B – Should Celebrities have Influence over Foreign Policy? 
 
Dec. 10 
Class Wrap-up 
 
Dec. 15 – THIRD EXAM, 12:30-2:30 
 
 

http://www.bostonreview.net/BR30.1/walt.html

