POL 387, COMPARATIVE SECURITY ISSUES
Spring 2008

Tuesday, Thursday 9:30-10:45
313 Harrison Hall

Dr. Laura Neack, 529-6736, neacklj at muohio.edu, 314 Harrison Hall
Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11-12 or by appointment

POL 271 IS A PREREQUISITE FOR THIS COURSE.
If you have not taken POL 271, you will not be able to remain in this course.
You CANNOT take POL 271 at the same time as this course. No exceptions will be made!

Course Description

In this course, students engage in the comparative analysis of security issues confronting developed and developing
countries. During this semester, we will explore the following questions:

Is there such a thing as "security" in the present international system?

What is national security? International security? Human security?

What is the relationship between national, international and human security?

Can individuals be secure in insecure states?

Can states be secure in an insecure world?

How adequate are international institutions for safeguar di ng human security when
their people?

Our goals in this course are:

e To understand how security is defined in different contexts.
e To explore the dilemmas and conflicts embedded in security discussions.
e To deepen and develop some of the theoretical and substantive topics studied in POL 271, World Politics.

Required Books and Readings

The following books have been ordered for this course:
Laura Neack, Elusive Security: States First, People Last, Rowman & Littlefield, 2007.

Thomas G. Weiss, Military-Civilian Interactions: Humanitarian Crises and the Responsibility to Protect, 2nd edition,
Rowman & Littlefield, 2005.

The Responsibility to Protect, Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, December
2001.

Other required readings are listed on the course syllabus. Many of these are available as pdf files on the course
blackboard site.
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Student Responsibilities and Grading

Final course grades will be calculated as follows:

Three in-class peacekeeping exercises and class participation A 15%
One short research paper A 20%

Three in-class essay exams, each A 15%
One take-home exam (final exam) A 20%

Plus and minus grades will be used in this course by the following scale:

97-100 A+
87-89 B+
77-79 C+
67-69 D+

59 and below F

93-96 A
83-86 B
73-76 C
63-66 D

90-92 A-
80-82 B-
70-72 C-
60-62 D-

Short research paper. In this paper, students will use the Global Peace Index to investigate how different countries
pursue national security. The Global Peace Index is located at the following website:

http://www.visionofhumanity.com/index.php.

The paper should:

1. Explain how the Global Peace Index was constructed. This must be in your own words and must not be greater
than a paragraph in length.
2. Discuss the relevant data of two of the top 30 countries on the list. Canada cannot be selected for this

assignment.

3. Discuss the national security policies of these two countries, using eachcount r y6s websi

information.

The paper must:

1. Cite all sources of information used completely. Citations must be in the form of endnotes using the same

formatting style as found in Elusive Security.
2. Be between 6-8 typed, double-spaced pages in length, including citations.

This paper is due at the start of class on January 31.

The university requires that students attend all regularly scheduled class sessions, making allowances for absences for

Attendance Policy

religious observances. The MU policy states: “ St udent s must
weeks of class of the religious event which prohibits class attendance, and the date that will be missed, if officially known.
Instructors will, without prejudice, provide such students with reasonable accommodations for completing the missed
work. However, the students are ultimately responsible for material covered in class, regardless of whether the student is

absent or

present .

Beyond this, the following attendance policy will be in effect for this course:

e Students who are 5 minutes or more late for class will be marked absent.
Students who leave before the end of the class without prior permission of the instructor will be marked absent.
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http://www.visionofhumanity.com/index.php

e Upon the third unexcused absence, the student wi ||

The instructor reserves the sole right to determine what is or is not an excused absence. Leaving early for spring break or
returning late from spring break are not excused absences.

If you come drunk to class on green beer day, you will be removed from the classroom and a full grade reduction
penalty will be applied to your final grade.

Consult the Miami Student Handbook for more information on student conduct policies, as well as other student and
teacher rights and responsibilities.

Disability Resources

Students with disabilities for which accommodation should be made must register with the Office of Disability Resources
(ODR) in the Campus Avenue Building. If you do not know how to begin the process of registering with ODR, please see
the instructor.
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Course Outline and List of Reading Assignments

Jan. 15 Introduction
Afghan boat people and Australian national
security

Jan. 17 Three incompatible levels of security?
Ch. 1, Elusive Security
Peacekeepingn-classexercise

Jan. 22 National Security comes first
Ch. 1, cont.

Jan. 24 Sovereign states and the use of violence
Ch. 2, Elusive Security
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Security PolicyZ € !
course blackboard site)
OThe National Security Strategy of the United
States of America,€ March 2006 (pdf on course
blackboard site)
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Jan. 31Peaceful states and their national security
policies

Short research paper on Global Peace Index du
discussion of findings in class

Feb. 5 Terrorism
Ch. 3, Elusive Security

Feb. 7EXAM 1

Feb. 12 Identifying external security threats
Ch. 4, Elusive Security

Feb. 14 Defending against external security threats
Ch. 5, Elusive Security

Feb. 19 Defense, cont.
Non-provocative defense ¢ reading to be
announced

Feb. 21 Going on the offensive
Ch. 6, Elusive Security

Feb. 26 Forecasting

Mapping the Global Futuy®eport of the National
LYyGStftAaSyOS / 2dzy OAf Qi
2004 (pdf on course blackboard site)

Feb. 28EXAM 2

Mar. 4 International security
Ch. 7, Elusive &curity

Mar. 6 The UN and international security
Ch. 8, Elusive Security

Mar. 11 UN and international security, cont.
Weiss, chapter on N. Iraq

Mar. 13 Keeping the Peace
Ch. 9, Elusive Security

Mar. 18 SPRING BREAK

Mar. 20 SPRING BREAK

Mar. 25 Keeping the Peace
Weiss, chapters on Somalia and Bosnia

Mar. 27NO CLASS

Apr. 1 Keeping the Peace
Weiss, chapter on Rwanda

Apr. 3 Keeping the peace
Weiss, chapters on Timor, Afghanistan

Apr. BEXAM 3

Apr. 10 Reexamining peacekeeping exercise

Apr. 15 Human security
Ch. 10, Elusive Security

Apr. 17 Human security, cont.
The Responsibility to Protect, entire

Apr. 22 Peacekeeping exercise reexamined with
the RTR in class exercise

Apr. 24 Human security, cont.

A More Secure World: Our Shared Responsjbilit]
Report of the Secretary-D Sy S NJ- fle@2BPané| A
on Threats, Challenges and Change, 2004 (pdf on
course blackboard site)

Apr. 29 Can different security interests be
reconciled?

Conclusion, Elusive Security

May 1HNAL EXAM DISTRIBUTED
Due at 7:30om, Monday, May 5, via emalil to
instructor




