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veins after removal of 1 to 3 meters of overburden. To date, a total area
of approximately 6 x 9 meters has been excavated to a depth of 3 to 4
meters. In the latest excavation, August 1991, approximately 80% of
the area so far uncovered was searched, yielding only eight noteworthy
mineral specimens. Altogether approximately 500 to 600 single
crystals (scepters) and 35 crystal groups with amethyst have been
collected from the site since 1981. Some of the finest specimens
recovered are in the collections of the National Museum of Natural
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The formation of epitaxial amethyst overgrowths on euhedral milky
quartz stems results from distinct changes in the physiochemistry of
the fluids from which the quartz precipitated. Physiochemical data
suggest a hiatus between the formation of the two quartz types. In this
study, fluid inclusion and stable isotope geochemistry are used to
constrain the mode of formation of the quartz.
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