


hydrothermal deposits are frequently sources of mineral spec-
imens desirable to collectors and to mineralogists interested in
morphology and crystal growth processes.

Because of the economic significance of hydrothermal
deposits (one of the most important classes of ore deposits is
hydrothermal deposits), there is considerable literature on all
aspects of these systems. Two very good textbooks that are rec-
ommended (or further reading on the subject are Barnes (1997)
and Misra (1999). Also, a good discussion of the role of water
in mineral specimen formation can be found in Robinson and
Scovil (1994).
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