FIELD ASSIGNMENT #4 


YOUR NAME: Jill Broermann

FOR TEACHER #1
SCHOOL SYSTEM: Mason
GRADE LEVEL: 7
DOMAIN: Language Arts

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF TEACHER'S GRADING PRACTICES: 



Grades are determined by averaging all assignments during the trimester, then assigning a letter grade of A – F.  Multiple indicators are used including homework, quizzes, tests, projects, and in class assignments. The only quizzes and tests given are over spelling and vocabulary.  These are usually given once a week.  Other areas such as reading and writing are scored using other forms, such as projects.  For example, after learning about persuasive writing, the students completed a project where they authored their own novels trying to persuade their audience about a controversial subject.   Journals are considered an in class activity and are completed every day.  

Mrs. Criddle uses a grading system called GradeQuick.  This software allows her to keep all of her student’s grades in an electronic grade book.  After an assignment is given she can quickly and easily add a column for the point value of the assignment.  She does not weight student’s grades; rather, she simply does not allot as many points for smaller assignments and gives more points for larger assignments.  After doing some research on this software I found that it is extremely flexible and customizable.  It allows teachers to make reports; lesson plans on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis; align assignments with standards; customize seating charts with student’s pictures; any many other features.  This computerized software is used throughout the building for maintaining grades.  Teachers, administrators, and guidance counselors throughout the building can access it.  

Another great feature of this program is called Edline.  This allows teachers to put grades, attendance, progress reports, homework, and missing assignments online for access by parents, administrators, and students. Edline also can create teacher web pages, automatically personalized calendars, and parental e-mail alerts.  When accessing Edline, parents and students each have an ID and a password that allows them to open only their grades and information.  This keeps the privacy of the students while still allowing them access to their grades.  


The school is on trimesters, so report cards are sent home at the end of every trimester.  Additionally, two interim reports are sent home to parents during each trimester.  However, most students and teachers are aware of where they stand in their classes well before that do to the fact that they can check Edline at their convenience.  


For more information on the GradeQuick system, their website can be accessed at http://www.jacksonsoftware.com/index.html.  


NARRATIVE FOR TEACHER #2


SCHOOL SYSTEM: Mason

GRADE LEVEL: 7
DOMAIN: Mathematics

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF TEACHER'S GRADING PRACTICES: 



In Mr. Poehner’s class, grades are determined using multiple indicators including participation, homework, journals, review sheets, quizzes, tests, and projects.  Each of these items is weighted, and the students are made aware of this on the syllabus at the beginning of the year.  Grades are determined by averaging the scores of the indicators and properly weighting the scores, then assigning a letter grade of A – F.  

Having a grade book is something that Mr. Poehner feels separates him from most of the other teachers at Mason.  However, he likes having a hard copy of his grades that he can refer to anytime and anyplace.  Additionally, Mr. Poehner uses the building wide grading system of GradeQuick. This software allows him to keep all of his student’s grades in an electronic grade book.  After an assignment is given he can quickly and easily add a column for the point value of the assignment. The software is extremely flexible and customizable, so it allows him to enter the weights of his grades as well.  The program allows teachers to make reports; lesson plans on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis; align assignments with standards; customize seating charts with student’s pictures; any many other features.  Teachers, administrators, and guidance counselors throughout the building can access it.  

Grades are reported to parents and students in a few ways.  Edline, a part of the GradeQuick system, allows parents and students to check grades at anytime on the Internet.  By entering the student’s password, their grades for all assignments in all subjects can be viewed.  Additionally, Mr. Poehner has a “How am I doing?” board in his class where he keeps updated lists of student’s grades by ID#.  This allows students to check their grades while at school, as well as gives students who do not have Internet access at home a chance to check their grades.  

Grades are reported by a report card at the end of every trimester.  Two interim reports are sent home in between each trimester as well.  However, if students are doing poorly in Mr. Poehner’s class or have not been doing their homework, their parents are made aware of the situation right away.  Either the students is required to call and tell their parent or guardian what is going on and why they are doing poorly, or a grade printout is sent home to be signed by the parent and returned to Mr. Poehner.  

COMPARE AND CONTRAST THE TEACHERS' RESPONSES: 



The teachers were did have some similar grading practices and similar methods or reporting grades to students and parents.  First of all, both teachers employed the use of multiple indicators for evaluation purposes.  In language arts the students were evaluated on homework, quizzes, tests, journals, and other projects.  These evaluation methods were used in spelling, grammar, reading, and writing.  In math the students were evaluated on participation, homework, journals, review sheets, quizzes, tests, and projects.  Though these sound similar, the indicators are also very different due to the different content areas.  For example a project in language arts might deal with writing a novel or researching an important current event.  In math, a project might be an investigation of surface area using cereal boxes and soup cans.  After averaging all of a student’s scores, both teachers assign a letter grade of A – F.  


The teacher’s methods of grade keeping were also very similar due to the fact that the school has a building wide system that is used for grades.  The GradeQuick program’s characteristics and abilities have been discussed previously, but again I will say how amazing it is and how glad I am that I got to see it in use.  Both teachers seemed to greatly appreciate it’s convince and ease of use, as well as its ability to keep both students and parents continuously updated on their status in classes.  GradeQuick directly updates the Edline program so once the teacher’s enter the grades, students and parents can access them.  Though report cards are sent home at the end of every trimester and there are two interim reports in between each report card, grades never come as a shock to either Mrs. Criddle or Mr. Poehner’s students or their parents because of the Edline program.   


There are a few differences in how the teachers keep their grades though.  One obvious one is that Mr. Poehner weights different grades, while Mrs. Criddle does not.  Another difference is that Mr. Poehner not only uses GradeQuick, he also keeps a physical grade book as well.  He likes to have two different references to check his grades, and he likes having a hard copy of his grades that he can refer to anytime and anyplace.  Mrs. Criddle however is very comfortable with the GradeQuick system and feels comfortable relying on that as her only grade book.  She appreciates how quickly she can enter grades and simply refers to the computer whenever she needs that information.


Another difference is that Mr. Poehner keeps a “How am I doing?” board in his room for students to check their grades at school.  This allows all students, especially those who do not have access to a computer or the Internet at home, to be aware of their grade in his class.  Mr. Poehner is also much stricter on his students if they begin to do poorly in his class or are not doing their homework.  If either of these occurs, he has the student either call their parent from class and inform them of what is going on, or he will send a grade print out home with the student to be signed by their parent and returned to him the next day.  Due to him staying on top of his students like this, he often gets comments of thanks and help from the parents in encouraging the child to do the work and try harder in class.  

RELATIONSHIP TO THE LINN/GRONLUND TEXT (ESPECIALLY CHAPTER 15) AND YOUR PERSONAL CONCLUSION, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO HOW THESE OBSERVATIONS MIGHT EFFECT YOUR OWN PERSONAL EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT PRACTICES IN THE FUTURE. 

The information I learned in these interviews relates directly to Chapter 15 of the Linn/Gronlund text.  For example, both Mrs. Criddle and Mr. Poehner report grades with the A – F scale, the most widely used method according to the text.  It is difficult for me to envision using anything other than this in my future classroom because this is the only method I have ever been exposed to in my entire schooling career.  

I am not sure how I deal with my decision to weight scores or not in my classroom.  I do not feel like I will be able to make that decision until I know for sure what content area I will be teaching and how I will teach it.  It also may depend on the school district I am in.  Linn/Gronlund does recommend though, that if it is decided to assign different weights to some scores, the weighting should not be based on the maximum possible score on the test.

I can only hope that I will be so lucky to have whatever school district I teach it use a building wide system like the GradeQuick system I have spoken so highly of.  I think it is a great resource not only for teachers, but also for students, parents, and other faculty.  I feel that if I were able to get comfortable with a system like this, I probably would follow Mrs. Criddle’s example and use this as my only grade book.  Even if my district does not have a building wide system like this, I might buy the software myself simply because of how useful I think it could be.  I truly believe it would be worth the investment.

Finally, I believe that in my future classroom I will be very good about keeping both my students and their parents informed and aware of the student’s status in my class.  It was great to see students who knew they were doing poorly in Mr. Poehner’s class come up to him and ask him what they could do to improve their grade.  They wanted to do everything they could to improve the poor grade they knew they had at that time.  Also, I think it will depend on the district how informed I will keep the parents.  In some districts, parents love the constant updates, however, I have been in other districts where the parents don’t want to be bothered with their students schooling issues.  Linn/Gronlund tells us that parent teacher conferences provide for two way reporting and that we should present parent’s with examples of students work.  I want to keep my parent’s as informed as possible because that way they student may be more motivated at home by the parent as well as being motivated at school by myself.  

