Reflection #9

Technology is definitely a very important part of student learning in this day and age. It seems that in can be incorporated into any and every aspect of learning and life. It is so much more prevalent now than it was when I was in grade school and high school. I can remember having three computers in the seventh and eighth grade rooms of my grade school…and that was it for the entire school. After observing in the field, it seems that nearly every classroom in the entire school has a minimum of three computers, including a personal computer for every teacher. However, I think this is because I was in primarily higher socioeconomic school districts. These schools had the funds to provide technology to their students. Some other schools with a tighter budget may not have the resources available to the teacher/students. This seems so unfair, but it is a reality. 


Honesty, I hope that I am in a school district where technology is readily available to both teachers and students. It really allows for so many more resources to be available in the room. If I was to teach in a school that had these resources readily available, I know I would make my students use them to their advantage. Computers and the Internet offer so many tools and resources and materials that could be incorporated into a class to make it more hands on and exciting. Technology is prevalent in every aspect of society and students need to be familiar with when and how to use it to their advantage. They probably would even be able to teach me a thing or to about computers. 


I will definitely use rubrics in my future classroom, no matter what subject area I end up teaching. Rubrics are so flexible and can be tailor made to fit and project, problem, paper, etc. Putting myself in the students’ shoes, I have always like when teachers gave me rubrics because I felt more knowledgeable about what was expected of me. Students have a right to know prior to being assessed how they are going to be assessed so that they can prepare for it. I also think it will be important to teach students how to understand a rubric; this way they can use it as a guide to assist their learning. I also think that students feel grading is much more fair in a situation that uses a rubric versus one that does not. Rubrics allow students to see exactly where they might have missed a few points and for what reason.

