What impact does music have on particular cultures and cultural standards?
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Introduction

      Across the world you can hear different sounds of music  that is telling the same story. When you think of cultures and music you may think of Africans pounding wood drums with their hands, Asians and Indians do dances with music and instruments. The impact of music is diverse. As diverse I mean its more  than one exact meaning to a song, For example, if I listen to a Spanish song not knowing Spanish, I might get a whole different meaning  from it oppose to a Spanish person listening to the song. 

     When you listen or see music, what are you wanting to get out of it? Why do you listen to the music that you do? What attracts you to certain music? What is good music compared to bad music? All of these questions can r un through people head as t hey are listening or seeking music out. A song can have so many different meanings that could make a certain person feel a certain way. Throughout all cultures, I do believe one thing is the same with music. 

     The message they are trying to send. Some music is sad, while others are happy, but the understanding might be different. For example, I know when I am studying, I like to listen to music t hat I may not know or have a clear understanding because it will not destract me from my studies. When I want to dance or have fun, I may listen to music with a faster beat to it. Likewise if Im sad, I will most likely listen to a song with a sad story line and a soft beat. These are just of the impacts that music have on me personally.  

     In  this paper, you will come across three different cultures and the music they construct on a particular or cultures. Sometimes you might not even know the impact of music because you regularly might not listen to it, but can touch thousands of people. 

United States (US) music (Brianna Burks)

     Music in the United States (US) is like no other music in the world. In most countries, people listen to a certain type of music. Mostly it is music from their culture and played by instruments and body. In the US you can find all types of music that range from heavy metal to hip hop. Detroit, Michigan is known as Motown USA where many jazz and r and b music. Nashville, Tennessee is known for mainly country and some jazz. New York is known for its hip hop.  But to put this all together, you get a variety of music in one country and t his is just scrapping the surface of music. 

     The US is not just populated with one culture, but with many different cultures. So by having so many cultures in a small area, you come up with many types of music. When people think of the US and music you mostly hear of Michael Jackson (King of Pop), Elvis Presley (King of rock) and TuPac. These were some of the greatest music entertainers that lived. All of these people are now deceased, but there music still lives on and listened and talked about every day. 

     The way music is made and played is slightly different from the way you might hear music from India or Africa played. For Americans in the US, a lot of people use recording studios. A recording studio is a place where you have a booth for the singer and instruments, then another room where the producer is and have this box system where it can make any sound thought of and replicate any instrument sound. Then another thing in the US that is popular is music videos. Depending on the type of music (country, rock, pop, rap, blue grass) you might see a different type of video. For example in a lot of hip hop/rap videos you will see a lot of money, cars, half dress females, big homes and jewelry. In a country video, it will most likely be telling a story and have a calm scenery. 

    I would say that the US doesn’t have a particular culture or way of expressing music, because the US is so diverse with its culture, I guess you can say that we have the luxury of hearing many types of music. The root of music is the cultures and what people make out of it, rather you’re happy, sad, or mad. The impact of music in the US deals with people emotion and how they are feeling at a time in t heir life. 
Indian Culture (Jamie Osmulski): 

Indian culture can be defined through the identification of certain instruments and musical styles.  One of the reasons for this is because musical traditions in India can be traced back to as far as 3000 B.C., making these traditions some of the oldest in the world.  It is important to note that Indian music comprises more than 500 different instruments.  Also, Indian music was the first musical system in the world to use notation similar to “solfege syllables,” which are do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti.  Also, vocal styles such as hymns, rural songs, greeting songs, dance melodies, and work songs for fishermen and boatmen.  So already we can see that music is intertwined in Indian culture.

Indian music combines song and dance with the accompaniment of various instruments.  Because of the fact that within Indian music there is a close relationship between music and dance, Indian music has a very complicated rhythm pattern.  As opposed to western music, which uses very few beats, Indian music may have anywhere between three to 24 beats per measure.  However, there are a limited number of octaves used in Indian music because Indian music is based primarily off of the human voice.  Another aspect of the human voice that is included within Indian music is microtones, which are intervals that are smaller than a half-step.  Microtones are used in Indian music because as I mentioned before, it is based off of the human voice.  Microtones are intervals that are smaller than a half-step.  Furthermore, Indian instruments mimic these vocal abilities and they have become an important part of Indian music melodies.  

Another very important aspect of Indian music is “improvisation.”  Improvisation can be defined as; “creating musical ideas while performing.”  Because improvisation has developed into one of the most important aspects of Indian music, jazz musicians from all over the world routinely travel to India to learn more about Indian improvisation styles.  

Furthermore, the instruments used to produce Indian music are not only unique to India, but they are also culturally significant to the Indian people.  Because the instruments are extremely culturally significant to the people of India, it is important to analyze them.  First of all, there are “aerophones” extensively used in the Indian music culture.  Some of these “aerophones” are the bamboo flute and the pungi flute.  Also, some of the instruments used are the “sheh’nai,” which is a combination of a clarinet and oboe, and the “ranasringa,” which is a horn.  Also, the clarinet that is used by Indians resembles a western oboe because it usually involves two reeds.  Because the flutes are made from animal horns or wood, the resemble western flutes as-well.  However, the flutes made in Indian culture do not exhibit numerous pitches, but are usually used for signaling fanfares, such as religious festivals or other celebratory ceremonies.  Finally, idiophones are most frequently used to keep time in Indian music, in addition to drums.  The idiophones that are most frequently used are bells and clappers. 

Reggae Music (Jenny Warmolts):


Like the influence of music in Indian culture it also occurs in Jamaican culture as well. In most cultures there is a particular genre of music associated with its existence. Music plays an important role in many of the daily life and functions associated with certain lifestyles in cultures throughout the world. Many cultures are centered around a certain genre with the music expressing certain ideals and standards pertaining to a culture through the music. An example of a culture heavily influenced by that of music is reggae's influence on Jamaica. Reggae music began in Jamaica in the 1960's and began with composers such as Bob Marley, Peter Tosh and Bunny Wailer. “Jamaica developed a sound so different from the original model that it warranted recognition in its own right” (Chang 1998). The music styles of ska, mento, and American rhythm and blues are all infused to establish the form of music known as reggae (Jones). The message and content of reggae music directly correlate with the culture that exists in Jamaica and heavily influence the culture today.


  Jamaican music got its roots from a variety of different kinds of music and combined the many types of popular music that had already been established in Jamaica at the time of reggae's introduction to the musical scene. At the time of reggae's introduction, the people of Jamaica had little money to afford expensive instruments, therefore giving reggae the distinctive sound of different instruments such as drums, percussion instruments, and distinctive vocals (Cheng 1998). This was the start of reggae music and its overwhelmed impact on the people whose culture it influence. From the beginning  reggae music has “been Jamaica’s emotional outlet, to express thoughts and feelings about life, love and religion” (Sherman). As Jamaica moved to become an independent country, reggae music became a way in which artists could show the emotions and thoughts of country that may have otherwise been ignored. 


When it began, as it still does today, reggae music combines the popular music of Jamaica into one cohesive genre. The music produced within the genre of reggae contains many elements of the beliefs and ideals of the Jamaican people. Throughout history Jamaican culture, music and political endeavors have been connected. “Jamaican folk traditions were so strongly embedded that they unconsciously influenced local musicians even when they were playing something completely unrelated” (Chang 1998). The people of Jamaica were able to identify with the messages contained within reggae music “that represent the pressures of everyday life putting them into words that describe, reveal and persuade the people that listen to its powerful messages” (Sherman). As the people of Jamaica were involved in many struggles to obtain freedom, the use of reggae music was a way in which the people were able to express their want for freedom and to separate themselves from other countries. In several scenarios politicians have used “reggae music as a part of their campaign” in order to influence the people and gain political momentum. In all of these ways reggae music has been used to further the ideas of the Jamaican people to reach their own people as well as the rest of the world.


The main way in which reggae music incorporates incorporates into Jamaican culture is through that of the Rastafarian belief system. In reggae music, “many of its highly political songs proclaim the tenets of the Rastafarian religious movement” (reggae 2008). The ideals and beliefs Rastafarian movements were also heavily incorporated into reggae music. In Rastafarian beliefs tend to reject ideas held by European standards and tend to be recognized for their use of marijuana. This is made clear through reggae music and reggae artists. It is a way in which people were able to express their religion, similar to that of gospel. It provides standards for the people to live by and a way to identity and uphold those standards. Reggae music “gained the Jamaican movement international recognition” (Rastafari). Through the music produce through reggae artists, the ideas of Rastafarian beliefs were incorporated into a life style. 


Bob Marley is the face of the reggae music genre. His presence and influence amongst the music industry spread the culture Jamaica and Rastafarian beliefs to different parts of the world that would had no other wise been exposed to those ideals or ideals. Much of Bob Marley's music as been used to inspire independent movements. The message of reggae music, especially that of Bob Marley, has been known to stem into areas beyond Jamaica and has been used for inspiring purposes, instilling certain beliefs and standards into different kinds of people.   The music has gone throughout the world and has been able to express ideas and move people to feel a certain way. An example of this occurred when “many people is when the Berlin Wall fell, people stood at the fallen rubble and sang, " Three little birds," for hours” (Sherman). The music produced by Bob Marley and reggae music allowed people to identify with a particular ideal and establish an emotional connection with the music. Reggae music provided emotional connection with people all over the world in which the distinctive sound of the music and message from the lyrics create an emotional response from the listener. 


Reggae music has been a major factor in that of the Jamaican culture and the lifestyles of the Jamaican people. People all over the world has been inspired by the music produced by reggae artists. Through the messages in the lyrics and distinctive sound of the music, emotional connections were made with many types of people inspiring them to look at the perspective of the Jamaican people. Reggae music is some of the most influential music established and has had an enormous impact of the culture of the Jamaican people.  

Conclusion:


There are many ways in which we see specific genres of music reflect into certain cultures. Music plays an important role in how culture is developed and how the standards and ideals of certain cultures are developed and expressed. In many cultures such as the culture mentioned above are greatly influenced by the music genre of their culture through ideas such as religion, ideals and beliefs. The large importance of music in cultures and the development of cultural ideals relate to the ideas expressed through Daniel Levitin's, This Is Your Brain On Music”, and in Davis' and Palladino's, Psychology.


The way in which this relates to Davis' and Palladino's, Psychology, is that of conformity. The genre of music impacting a particular culture influences a group of people to think in a similar way based on the ideals the music is expressing. The messages the music express promote people to view things in a particular way and become united with certain ideals and beliefs. In certain cultures people are influenced by the music they listen to and therefore conform to the ideals of the music and are subjected to the beliefs the music is expressing. 


Levitin states that “apart from these facts about music's ubiquity, history and anatomy, it is important to understand how and why music was selected.....One is social bonding and cohesion.... humans are social animals and music may have historically served to promote feelings of group togetherness and synchrony” (Levitin 2006). This applies to all aspects of music affecting culture in the paper above. Music in these cultures have brought people together and united them through emotion situation and responses. Particular genres of music applying to certain cultures allow people to make connections with each other and express certain beliefs pertaining to their culture. It is a social linkage between members of one culture and is used to provide unity with one set of ideals depending on the culture. 
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