Cooperative Learning Lesson
Demika Nelson

EDP 621    Summer 2006

Lesson Title:  Weave a web

Age:  2nd grade

Objective:  The students will list facts about spiders on the “Amazing Spider Facts” sheet using books and knowledge gained in class.
Materials:  White yarn, “Amazing Spider Facts” sheets, one “Amazing Spider Facts” poster for each group,  books about spiders, paper plates with the centers cut out, pencils, and crayons.
Time:  1 hour

Procedure:

1. Introduce the unit on spiders using a KWL chart aloud with the class.  Ask the students what do they already know about spiders and what do they want to learn about spiders from this unit.   List their responses on the board.  At the end of the lesson give the students time to discuss what they learned during this lesson.
2. Read/discuss book Spiders written by Gail Gibbons.

3. Divide the class randomly into small groups using M&M’s candy. Pass out one “Amazing Spider Facts” poster to each group. Assign and explain jobs using Popsicle sticks with jobs and descriptions listed on them.  Assign 2 recorders and 2-3 researchers. 
4. Provide the groups with 10-15 minutes to list as many spider facts as they can on their “Amazing Spider Facts” poster using class books and previous knowledge.
5. Call students back together.   Explain how all spiders can produce silk, but not all spiders spin webs. Ask the students if they think people can spin webs like spiders.  Suggest to the students that we should try to spin a web as a class.  Have the students stand or sit down in a circle.  Show them the white yarn.  Explain to the class that you will begin spinning the web by holding the end of the yarn ball tightly and then pick a friend to toss the yarn to.  However, before tossing the yarn to a friend you must first state one spider fact that you learned from your group.  If the student can not remember a spider fact he/she may asked one person sitting next to him/her.  Remind the students to hold the yarn string tightly as they select a friend to toss the ball of yarn to next.  Continue the activity until everyone is chosen and has stated one spider fact.

6. Close the lesson by passing out to each student their own “Amazing Spider Facts” sheet.  Then ask the students what they learned from this lesson.  Allow the groups to share a couple of spider facts off of their “Amazing Spider Facts” poster.  Give the students a few minutes to list what they learned from this lesson on their sheet.

7. EXTENDING THE LESSON:  If you wanted to extend the lesson you could read the book Dream Weaver written by Jonathan London or Spinning Spiders written by Melvin Berger.  Then using paper plates with the centers cut out, holes punched out along the sides of the paper plates, and a long piece of string attached to the plate allow the students to weave their own webs.

8. Optional Weave a Web Activity:   The goal of this activity could also help students improve social and emotional development by having the students say something nice about the person they are preparing to toss the yarn to.  

Cooperative Learning Elements
Positive Interdependence:  Students interact with each other in small groups and as a class to learn about spiders.

Individual Accountability:  Each student has a role in their small group and is responsible for upholding that role to make sure everyone develops an understanding about spiders.  Everyone participates in whole class discussions.  Each student is responsible for their own understanding on spiders.
Social Skills:  The students will need to use communication skills to share spider facts and listen to one another to list facts in order to learn about spiders.

Face-to-Face Interaction:  The students will need to work together successfully as a team to achieve their goal.

Heterogeneous Grouping:  Students will be randomly chosen using M&M’s candy.  Groups will consist of 4-5 students.
Group Processing:  At the end of the lesson, the groups will share their spider facts posters to the class. The teacher will have a discussion with the students about what went well in their group.

Evaluation:  Students will be evaluated on their own contributions to their group, their ability to work cooperatively as a team, and being able to list 5 or more spider facts.
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