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Introduction 

There are a many aspects that make up a culture and music is an integral part. Music and dance represents the identity of the culture and the history and identity of its people. Most cultures pass down their music from generation to generation as a means to keep their culture alive. It is used for entertainment, religion, story telling, expression, and historical value. The collaboration of our group’s work is an attempt to represent multiple types of music around the world and how each type influences that particular culture.
African Influence—Emily DeGennaro

From the moment a child is conceived within the African culture it is exposed to music on a daily basis. As that individual goes through the stages of life, beginning with birth, following with puberty, various daily rituals, marriage, having children, and finally death; music becomes the constant. Music is an integral part of their daily life and it helps to define and better understand who the people of Africa really are. 


African music has very rarely been written down and documented. Instead, the African people have relied on passing down their music traditions and keeping them alive through an oral fashion. One of the first and most well known stories of how music first became an important part of African culture is the story of Bullroarer. The story tells about the great ancestors hiding the spirit of music within the wood of trees, and allowing the African people to access it only by making music. Nyondo, a potential international exchange student for Berkley School of music explained his relationship with music best, ‘“Where I come from (Durban, South Africa), music is played every day," he says. "We sing every day in the morning and at night. We use music to express ourselves. When we're crying, we cry with music. When we celebrate, we celebrate with music"’(Lindow). Being raised in an environment where you’re constantly exposed to music through stories and the act of playing and listening to it, it’s easy to see how and why music has such a central role in African life. 


Across the continent of Africa there are many diverse regions and tribes making it nearly impossible to define a typical instrument and music style used throughout the whole of the African population. However, there are two main similarities among majority of the African societies: the use of percussion instruments and the importance of rhythm. In Levitin’s This is Your Brain on Music he explains how different African drumming can be from other types of instrumental music, “A musical key is the tonal context for a piece of music. Not all music’s have a key. African drumming for instance, does not”(Levitin, 72). African music is also extremely rich in rhythm, and these “rhythms serve a vital function in all dancing and as a means of communication in daily life”(UCSC, 19). While this paper focuses on the aspect of music in African culture, it’s important to note that many times music is accompanied by dance, which also serves an important role in their society. There are six main areas in Africa that can be split up according to both proximity and similar styles in music. The eastern cattle area is known for its quick “hot” rhythms, the use of a various kinds of drums and lots of clapping. The Congo area uses a combination of many types of instruments to help express their unique style of music, such as kalangha xylophones, wicker rattles, ingoma drums, harps, and fok horns. 


The Pygmies on the other hand are in a category all to their selves due to the distinct uniqueness of their music. They’ve incorporated three categories of music into their culture: the molimo and elima (religious), recreational music (hunting and gathering), and play songs. These types of music tend to be polyphonic, binary, and very symmetrical with minimal use of instruments. The forth area is the Guinea cost which is mostly known for its large ensembles with drums.  Next is the Khoisan Area, which is where the Bushmen reside, who use characteristic clicks, gurgles, and guttural sounds as a form of music. And finally, the Sudan area, which is know for its brief cheerful and satirical melodies and the use of instruments like the arab rebec, alkaita, and lyre & duff.


 In the African culture music is not just used for entertainment purposes. It’s used in religious ceremonies, to celebrate life and death, even to call people together for meetings and social gatherings. “Music is learned as part of one’s cultural and practical education, the birthright of all African children, which provides not only musical education but also a comprehensive preparation for all of life”(UCSC, 12). Having learned about the importance of music in the African culture I have really come to appreciate and understand the value of music in their lives and why it plays such an significant role in their lives. 

Indian Influence--Sara Pregent

“In India, however, music is most commonly associated with film music. Popular Indian films, whether in Hindi, Tamil, or any of the other Indian languages, are most often described and understood in the West as "musicals", as they are seldom without songs, though they by no means constitute a genre as did American musicals.” 

I have watched an Indian movie that seemed more like a musical to me before. I was really good! It was fun because it had romantic elements like Romeo and Juliet, but awesome music and real themes. What I mean by ‘real themes’ is that one girl was ‘exiled’ from her community because she ran off with a guy she loved and she came back and tried to revitalize an outdoor community theater. I thought it was really interesting.

“Some date the advent of the system of classical Indian music as we now know it to Amir Khusro. Muslim rulers and noblemen freely extended their patronage to music. In the courts of the Mughal emperors, music is said to have flourished, and the composer-musician Tansen was one of the jewels of Akbar's court.” (Lal 1998) 
“It found adherents in the West, and the sitar of Ravi Shankar was to be heard on the famous Beatles' album, Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band. Ravi Shankar, along with other well-known musicians like the Sarod maestro Ali Akbar Khan, was to make his home in the United States, and for the first time Indian classical music began to acquire Western students.” 

In my opinion, the reason why it became more popular to Western students around that timeframe was because “The songs were meant in praise of several Deities. But behind the aspect of prayer, the appeal was to transcend one’s own natural limitations and thus the element of spirituality could be found at the very root of Indian music, and it is said to be continued even today.” (Sengupta) In the 60’s, when the Beatles were really popular, one of the ‘things’ to try was psycadelic drugs and ‘transcending one’s own natural limitations’ definitely sounds like it fits that to me. 

“But culture is not only a matter of music, dance, art, and cinema, for marriage customs, death rites, patterns of pilgrimage to holy cities, modes of raising children, treatment of elders, and innumerable other aspects of everyday life are stitched into the meaning of culture.” (Lal 1998)

Foundations of Indian Musicology

By: Pradip Kumar Sengupta 

“The artist has not to re-create the face and body the the Buddha or some one passion or incident of his life. He has to creaste the calm of Nirvana, through a figure of the Buddha. When it is some human passion or incident, the artist has to create. ‘It is not that alone, but also something else in the soul to which it points or from which it starts or some power behind the action that has to enter into the spirit of his design and is often really the main thing. And through the eye that looks on his work he has to appeal not merely to an excitement of the outward soul, but to the inner self, antaratman.” (Sengupta 26-27) I think that can also apply to performing art.
“It may be said, to start with, that there are five fundamental principles to determine the form of any work of art. These are: harmony, balance, depth, development, and centrality. Some theorists have emphasized the associates and derivatives of these five  major principles. These are: contrast, opposition, equilibrium, rhythm, measure, dominance, climax, hierarchy, and progression.” ( Sengupta34)

 “Both vocal and instrumental music were in vogue in the Vedic period (1700-650BC). Vocal music was confined to the chanting of the Sama-mantras. It is said that in the period of Brahmana and Samhita, the saints had a keen sense of music. They successfully tried to catch the musical element from natural sounds. The chanting is the earliest form if Indian music, and it is not to be confused with mere recitation. The Sama chanting was usually accompanied by Vina (lute) and Dundubhi (drum). The lute was considered to be a sacred instrument. The songs were meant in praise of several Deities. But behind the aspect of prayer, the appeal was to transcend one’s own natural limitations and thus the element of spirituality could be found at the very root of Indian music, and it is said to be continued even today. 

For Indian music, religion originally played a large part-and still does, as some religious chants are still carried out in boudouirs or temples. Other modern Indian music, such as Anu Malik seem to be more like love stories. I don’t understand it, but from the music videos that go with their songs, that is the message I got. Raghav sings in English, and it has a beat that sounds more like dance music and what we would think of as Indian music as far as some of the instrument. He sings about girls and love. 

Irish Influence—Laura Horton
In the article “Irish Traditional Music in a Modern World”, Sally K. Sommers Smith defines traditional music as “a body of tunes held in common by a national group” (2001). Traditional Irish music includes the use of fiddles, flutes, whistles, harps, and uilleann pipes. There are a few basic rhythms that are unique to Irish music called hornpipes, jigs, reels, slides, slip jigs, sets, highlands, mazurkas, polkas, and waltzes. However, the three main groups of Irish music are the jigs, reels, and hornpipes. These types of Irish music were almost always accompanied with dancing in the past because Irish dancing was such an important part of the culture (MacAoidh, 2002). I am particularly interested in Irish music because I was an Irish dancer for eleven years and I danced to this music. In Daniel Levitin’s book, This is Your Brain on Music, he explains, “Rhythm is what we dance to, sway our bodies to, and tap our feet to” (Levitin, 2006). This quote is extremely relevant because the rhythms of the traditional music and dance are such an important part of Irish culture. I can also personally relate to this quote because I can tell the difference between the rhythms for each type of music, count the music, and dance correctly to the beat for each particular type of Irish music.


The different types of Irish music were developed long ago and they were usually brought to Ireland by militaries from other nearby European countries. In the 1500s the jig was introduced to Ireland by England. There are many different types of jigs that differ only slightly in their timing, but it makes a dramatic difference in the type of dancing that can be done to the music. (MacAoidh, 2002) For example, I can hear a drastic difference in the music between light jigs, slip jigs, and treble jigs and I know certain dances will fit the timing with the each particular music. In the 1700s and 1800s the reel became very popular in Ireland after it was introduced from Scotland (MacAoidh, 2002). In current Irish dancing culture, there is only one type of reel music that the dancers dance too, although there are many different versions created by a variety of composers. Hornpipe music has become important in the culture more recently as a way to display the pure talent and art of the musician, rather than the others whose music is almost always played for the use of dancers (MacAoidh, 2002). I Irish danced to hornpipe music and I noticed that the music was much slower than other types, which allowed the musicians to use more technical and challenging playing techniques. MacAoidh explains that hornpipe music can be distinguished from other types because its slow tempo allows for a lot of difficult flat notes to be played and heard by listeners (2002).


Traditional Irish music has distinct sounds and rhythms that listeners can immediately recognize. When people first hear it they might think that it all sounds the same, but the more they listen, the more aware they are that each song has a different rhythm and each rhythm can even sound different when it is played by a different musician (Smith, 2001). Levitin explains, “In the same way that a particular arrangement of pitches-the scale-can evoke music of a different culture, style, or idiom, so can a particular arrangement of rhythms” (2006). Relating to this, Smith explains that hearing Irish music “evokes an immediate connection with the country and the people of Ireland” (2001).
The culture surrounding the playing of Irish music has also changed through the years. In the beginning it started out as a way for musicians to play by themselves, but it evolved into more of a group effort to play music for people to dance to. Also, the repetition of various tunes in the melodies of Irish music is helpful for dancers to find rhythm in their movements. So, the Irish music culture consists of bands that play traditional instruments for Irish dancers or just for the purpose of having some good background music in an Irish pub. (Smith 2001) I really find pleasure in listening to this Irish music and I think that it is extremely important to Ireland’s culture.
American Influence—Stephanie Chaney


Traditional American music is the type of music that the people of our country are most familiar with.  Of course there are different genres of music such as jazz, blues, hip hop and R&B, country and many others.  Along with music, there are many types of dance in the American culture.  One of the most popular of American dances would be square dancing, although it is not the only popular American dance.  It is said that “as a cultural melting pot, America welcomed a variety of dances.  The stately and ceremonial minuet came from France, freewheeling country-dances arrived from England, and lively hornpipes and reels flooded in from Scotland and Ireland” (A History of Social Dance in America).  Most of the dance that is considered American actually derived from Europe, particularly England and France.


Most people would say that jazz music was started, and became popular by a man named Scott Joplin.  He was an African American male who made jazz very popular and famous.  Although some of the earliest jazz bands started around the area of New Orleans.  Among these bands were those led by Joe “King” Oliver, Louis Armstrong and Ferdinand “Jelly Roll” Morton.  These artists were popular around the time period of 1890-1932, the early jazz era.  Next was the swing era which was during the time period of 1932-1944.  It is said that “During the swing era jazz music developed into tremendous music to dance to.  Jazz groups seldom performed just for listening” (Glass).  Two of the most popular bands during this time period, One O’Clock Jump and One of Count Basie’s recordings, sold over a million copies.  Blues music was also very popular during these times and most of the time it went hand in hand with jazz.


Hip hop and R&B are easily one of the most popular types of American music.  Surprisingly enough, R&B stands for Rhythm and Blues, and this type of music was created by combining jazz and blues.  Although today, R&B has now been developed into rock and roll.  “Hip hop was actually created by a DJ named Kool Herc, a Jamaican that had moved to the US with a style that consisted of mixing music by using two copies of the same record.  So with the musical talent of these amazing DJ’s, with the use of vinyl record mixing, the culture of hip hop and rap music was born” (Kellmer).


It is said that “one of the most popular forms of contemporary music is country music, which found its humble beginnings in the early 1920’s when folk music was taken one step further” (Steward).  The sound and style of country music has changed dramatically over the past eighty and now almost ninety years.  One early popular sound was the “Honky Tonk” sound.  Ernest Tubb and Hank Williams were the two most popular singers of that era.  Especially in the areas of Oklahoma and Texas, on the weekends fans would pack the local pubs and restaurants to hear this fascinating style of music.  Following the “Honky Tonk” sound, “Western-Country” became very popular.  This type of sound of music was mostly known for its lyrics that were directly centered around the pains and sorrows of life on the western frontier.  The most famous singers of this type of music were Gene Autry and Roy Rogers, mostly in the areas of Tennessee and Louisiana.  Next, during the early 1950’s, the “Rockabilly” sound of country became popular.  One of the most popular artists ever in America, Elvis Presley, contributed to this sound of music along with other artists such as the Everly Brothers, Jerry Lee Lewis, Conway Twitty and Carl Perkins.  This type of music was a mix of the southern hills music and the blues, creating a faster paced sound and constant rhythm.  The final sound of music is the “Nashville” sound.  This type of music was very popular in Nashville, Tennessee where it derived from.  The “Nashville” sound is most closely related to the sounds of country music that we hear today.


It is very obvious that American music has progressed and changed dramatically over time.  With the different styles and different artists, every one brings something different and new to the music industry.  It is clear that without music in America, this country would not be what it is today.

Latin American Influence—Rachael Taylor
“Although most of us couldn’t reproduce a complex Latin rhythm, we recognize as soon as we hear it that it is Latin as opposed to Chinese, Arabic, Indian, or Russian” (Levitin, 2006, pp 57). Even though there is one broad category of called Latin music, there are many different types of Latin music and they each had their own origin and each has their own influence on the society. The types I will discuss are Samba, Bossa Nova, and Salsa. 
The Samba influenced the lower class or Afro-Brazilian groups because this is where it originated. It had a major influence on the culture because it incorporated singing as well as dancing. When the Samba is sung or played, it is a custom to also dance according to National Geographic it is “Perhaps one of the most popular music and dance styles ever to emerge from Brazil” (2007).The instruments used to make this particular type of music are guitars, percussion, and voice as well as harmonically simple pieces of equipment. The lower class especially likes this music because they can relate to it. The lyrics discuss daily like issues such as what it is like to struggle living from one day to the next in some cases.
Unlike the Samba, which originated in the lower class, the Bossa Nova originated in the upper, white class by Brazilian Musicians. Tom Jobim and Joao Gilberto are the ones who are said to have created the Bossa Nova Latino music in the 1950’s. It also uses complex harmony but is more of a soft nighttime music. It influences the culture by bringing in the a little bit of an American Jazz feel to the Latino life. The instruments used for the Bossa Nova include piano, bass, guitar and a drum set for rhythm, and usually a singer. (Tanner 2009)
The last type of Latin American music I felt had an influence on the culture is the Salsa music. It literally means “sauce”. Salsa brings in the different styles of dance and music mostly from Cuba, and Puerto Rican musicians were popular in New York City. I actually love this type of music because I grew up dancing to it at the dance studio in my hometown. According to Dr. Levitin, “if you can find a type of music that you like it can create a natural high” (youtube video) I think that Salsa creates a natural high for me when I listen to it especially when I dance to it. 
According to Daniel J. Levitin, “children recognize and prefer music they were exposed to in the womb.” (Levitin, 2006, pp 217) The Latin American culture was largely influenced by their music and it could have stayed popular because of people passing it down from generation to generation. I feel that this is the case for most people in the fact that they like or prefer the music that their parents like and listen to. Therefore, most Latino’s listen to Latin music because it is what they like and they are familiar with it. I however am not Latin and didn’t grow up listening to Latin music but I do like to listen to it sometimes especially when I feel like dancing because it has a good beat.
Hawaiian Influence—Kayla Corner

“Music has always played a central role in Hawaiian culture. In early Hawai'i, mele, or chant, was the most important means of remembering myths of gods and deeds of powerful people.”(Pacific Island Travel, 2007) The Hawaiian culture considers their music of high importance.  Music to the Hawaiian people stands as a means of communication for younger generations. Music represents the traditions and historical values generated from ancestors pasted down to their young to instill identity and the importance of keeping their myths and stories alive through song and dance. “Their music is largely religious in nature, and includes chanting and dance music.” (Buck, 1994) Hawaiian people use music to express strong passionate feelings for religion and the teaching and awareness of their past. 

There are many unique instruments generated from Hawaiian music, but their music is most famous for introducing the slack-key guitars and the steel guitars. “Steel guitars were originally invented and popularized in Hawaii. Legend has it that Joseph Kekuku, a Hawaiian schoolboy, discovered the sound while walking along a railroad track strumming his guitar.” (Pacific Island Travel, 2007) The legend says that Joseph found a steel bolt on the ground and picked it up and began to slide the mental along the strings. Therefore, the name steel guitar does not come from what that the guitar is made out of. It comes from the object and motion of moving the left hand along the strings. This method of playing has become very popular in country music. The slack-key guitars also originated in Hawaii, is known for loosing up the strings and finger-picking very unique sounds. It is said that songs are never played with the same sound because the guitar allows so many variations with each string when they are not taut. While the steel guitar was publicized right away, the Hawaiian culture held on to the secret of the slack-key guitar playing because it is “drawn from the heart and soul out through the fingers, slack key music is sweet and soulful.”(A Short History of Slack Key Guitar, 2002) The slack key’s sound comes from different methods of playing such as the “hammer-on, an ornament produced by plucking a note and immediately fretting that string to produce a second higher tone; and the pull-off, produced by plucking a fretted string and immediately pulling the finger off that fret, sounding a second lower note that is either open or fretted by another finger.”(The Short History of Hawaiian Slack Key Guitar, 2002)

Hawaiian music includes several varieties of chanting (mele) and music meant for highly-ritualized dance across the different islands and culture groups. The hula is considered the ritualized dance that is used to explain myths and stories. “Hula is a way of life, it is peoples inspiration. It is the Hawaiian’s connection to the universe around them” (Buck, 1994)The different movements represent certain aspects of life such as the “sun and the moon, the stars, and the winds.” (Buck, 1994) Traditional Hawaiian culture involved music and dance to express praise and communicate genealogy and mythology. Music and dance was also used to accompany games, festivals and other events. What is neat is that Hawaiian music is often simple in melody and rhythm, but is very complex and rich in the lyrics of poetry. “Various groups have adapted to become apart of the American scene. Yet, at the same time they have managed to retain much of their original identity and culture and through it make unexpected and modifying contributions to the total society.” (Buck, 1994)

“Today, Hawaiians continue to use music to define themselves and celebrate aloha 'aina, or love of land.” (Pacific Island Travel, 2007) Hawaiian music is known for its unique sound and instruments. It is also know for its deep connections to Hawaiian culture, myths and stories of the past. If ever you have the luxury to visit Hawaii on any of the islands you will notice the passion and love that Hawaiian people have for their religion and history through their music.

Native American—Alex Toutoungi

The role of music in different cultures is arguably most profound in Native American culture.  The Native American people have used music for a large variety of reasons spanning from entertainment, to religion, to story-telling, and even including the performance of daily actions such as hunting or farming.  In some specific tribes certain songs or musical melodies were considered to be a persons property.  For instance, if a Native American created or developed a piece of music they would then own that piece of music and could choose to allow others to use it or not.  Music owned by a people could also be passed down, similar to the way that we pass down possessions, from generation to generation.  The use of music in Native American culture differed between, and was specific to, different tribes throughout history, however I will be discussing a more broad, generalized view of the use and effects of music in Native American culture.


Few cultures used music for as many reasons as the Native Americans did.  The concept that music was such an integral part of life is an interesting aspect of music in Native American culture.  Different songs were used to express the maturation of children into adults.  Once a tribe felt that someone had matured from a child to an adult, more specifically a boy to a man, they were serenaded with specific song.  The completion of this song marked the completion of the individual’s maturation from child to adult much like a Jew would have a Bar/Bat Mitzvah to mark their passage into adulthood.


Another major role of music in Native American culture was for entertainment.  Groups would gather to listen to stories, perform rituals and partake in ceremonies expressed by means of song and dance.  Many people would participate in these events and could take up to a few months to prepare.  The type of music being performed at these events was very gender specific.  Women often took more of a backseat role to the men, who were usually more dominant in the performance of such activities.  These acts of ceremonies, rituals and story telling were not only useful in the way of entertainment, but were also considered an important way of documenting and passing on a tribe’s history.


Native Americans had strong beliefs about religion, assigning gods to many different objects and holding ‘spirits’ responsible for events that occurred.  Therefore, music was very much a part of Native American religion.  They used the performance of different songs to pay homage to, to ask for forgiveness from and to wish for blessing from specific gods.  


Music in the culture of Native Americans was almost used as a second language.  It took part in multiple aspects of their ever day lives.  For instance, Native Americans used music as a means to lure in deer to attain a better shot while hunting, and then would use music to ask for forgiveness from the animal’s soul.  They also believed that music would aid in the prosperity of their crops and animals.  And, of course, the Native Americans used the well known ‘rain dance’, which was a combination of dance and song, to increase the likelihood of rainfall.  It’s hard to accurately portray just how important music was in the culture of the Native Americans because it was essential to their everyday activities, almost to the degree that language and communication is essential in our everyday activities.  Music played an important role in their development, religion, gender, entertainment and transference of information among many other things in Native American culture.  
Conclusion

Music encompasses a large portion of every culture that we have investigated. According to Daniel Levitin, “Music, then, can be thought of as a type of perceptual illusion in which our brain imposes structure and order on a sequence of sounds” (Levitin, 2006, pp 109). Perhaps this quote explains the reason for why music plays an essential role in the development of various cultures. Davis and Palladino say, “Although we think that all humans share and express emotions some people have difficulty expressing their emotions and understanding the emotions of others” (Davis Palladino, 2007, 262). While we may not understand their language, through music we can better understand their way of life. Instead of using words by means of expressing themselves they use music and dance as an alternative method. Having researched and studied music from different countries around the world we have come to better understand their history, traditions, people, and culture.
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