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This project is actually to help in teaching methods lab for future TAs as kind of a guideline to the group project.  There are three things that are included in this: 1) powerpoint roadmap, 2) handout with specific dates and expectations, 3) potential projects and ideas.  I will talk about the strengths and weaknesses of each in turn.


The powerpoint roadmap is a way to put the project all into prospective specifically the process that students should take when approaching their research project.  The main part of this is to provide students with a framework in which to view and apply everything that has been learned up until that part of the semester.  Except for minimal changes this is what Drs. Smart, Mark, and Dainoff and two graduate students (me being one of them) designed last semester as a way to help students know what to expect for the research project.  Feedback on this from over the summer has actually been quite positive.  


What I felt was missing from this powerpoint was a complete handout describing what should be included in each of the sections as well as when each section is due.  This handout, I found extremely useful (I used it in my class this semester).  The main reason I found it useful is that I could just refer students to that paper rather than having to go through the different powerpoints about each section.  All of the information is there in one concise place.  However, it is very long and kind of cumbersome to get through.  I would maybe consider breaking it up into sections or maybe giving out another brief summary for each section before it is due in the future.  


The final part is a list of potential ideas or at least phenomena that could potentially be studied.  The reason I made this list is due to the fact that my students were lost when I told them that they needed to have an idea for a study.   They were also unsure as to what was acceptable and what was unacceptable.  This is meant to be a beginning point and help them to at least get started.  Providing this to students is potentially limiting though, because they might just use something off of the list out of ease and miss the point of being creative and trying to come up with something novel.


Overall, I initially found some of the parts of this project useful.  Maybe future TAs will too.

