CATSM Rubric
_______________________________
	Component
	Poor (.5)
	Fair (1)
	Good (1.5)
	Outstanding (2)

	Clarity:      _____

the general flow and readability of the paper
	-Unclear meaning

-Hard to follow

-Lack of organization: 

     -Weak intro; thesis statement vague or absent; 

     -Poor transitions and/or topic sentences for        

       paragraphs

     -Paragraphs lacking clear focus/ jump around

     -Weak conclusion; introduces new info

-Vague or unexplained terms used; unclear what they   

  refer to

-Awkward wording; cumbersome sentences

-Rambling; repetitive; padded
	
	
	-Clear, 

-Easy to follow and understand

-Well organized: 

     -Strong intro: thesis statement introduces the paper topic  

       and outlines the main points to be discussed and student’s  

       position
     -Smooth transitions: show how ideas are connected; topic    

       sentences guide paragraphs

     -Cohesive and focused paragraphs

     -Strong conclusion: summarizes & ties things together

-Terms explained and defined

-Elegant writing; sentences and paragraphs flow

-Concise; purpose for words and sentences

	Argument: _____ whether / how you make clear points or develop a central idea or thesis in your paper
	-Little or no indication of the student’s argument/purpose/main idea

-Points: unclear/ hard to follow

     -inconsistent with the evidence
     -seem to contradict each other
-Points not developed or explained

-Data or evidence not provided for points

-Little or no explanation given for why data/evidence supports the points

-Overreliance on quotes to make points
	
	
	-Student’s position or central idea clearly stated 

-Arguments/points for position are clear

-Reasoning easy to follow 

-Each point is explained (why the point is relevant to overall idea), with support (data, evidence) provided for the point

-Student explains why the data/evidence provided supports the point

-Student uses own words to make points

	Technique: _____ general and specific rules of writing (e.g., Strunk & White)
	-Many distracting errors (grammar, punctuation, spelling, fragments, run-on sentences)

-Careless typos (words missing, incorrect word substitution)
	
	
	-Student makes no errors in grammar, punctuation, or spelling that distract the reader
-Few to no typos

	Style:          _____

the degree to which you are meeting APA style expectations
	-Fails to cite direct quotations properly (quotation marks, authors, year, page #)

-Direct quotes “floating” within the text

-Fails to cite ideas properly

-Significant errors in citations

-Does not follow APA writing conventions: numbers, contractions, capitalization, italics, acronyms, etc.

-Inappropriate informal writing style (e.g. slang)
	
	
	-All direct quotes are cited properly

-Direct quotes introduced/integrated into sentences

-Others’ ideas are summarized in student’s own words and cited properly

-APA citation style followed consistently

-Follows all APA writing conventions 

-Writing style is appropriately formal



	Material:   _____ inclusion of points drawn from the readings on which the reaction papers are graded
	- Unclear whether student read the material

-Little or no inclusion of information from relevant material

-References to the material are vague 

-Points or conclusions drawn from material are incorrect or indicate lack of understanding

-Material not used to substantiate claims
	
	
	-Discussion of material clearly indicates the student read and understood the material

-Relevant information from material included judiciously 

-References to the material are clear, specific, and accurate 

- Material used advantageously to support claims




TOTAL: _____
