PSY 271B: Cognitive Psychology

SPRING 2008: SYLLABUS

Class Meetings:

Tuesday and Thursday, 12:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Psychology Building Room 131

Course Instructor:

Jordan Wagge

Office: Psychology Building Room 207

E-mail: jwagge@gmail.com (include “PSY 271” in subject line)
Office Hours (subject to change):
Monday: 
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.






Tuesday:
11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.





Also available by appointment

Office hours are subject to change; if revised, this will be reflected on the posted syllabus on blackboard with an accompanying class-wide announcement—check blackboard frequently!
Required Materials:

Textbook: Sternberg, R.J. (2005). Cognitive Psychology, 4th ed.

Coglab, online version (available from bookstore or online)

-Group ID: 

miami271b

-Group password: 
squirrel08
Index cards (3x5) for extra credit questions
Course Goals and Learning Objectives:

By the end of this course, you should be able to:

· Understand and describe the history, themes, and theories that encompass human cognitive processing.
· Understand the processes involved in measuring and studying cognitive processes.
· Identify and describe the mental and physiological processes involved in cognitive processes.
Grading Procedures:
Total possible points:  200
Total

Earned Grade 

Total

Earned Grade



482.5-500

A+

382.5-397.49

C+

462.5-482.49

A

362.5-382.49

C

447.5-462.49

A-

347.5-362.49

C-

432.5-447.49

B+

332.5-347.49

D+

412.5-432.49

B

312.5-332.49

D

397.5-412.49

B-

300-312.49

D-




<300


F

Grades: Your grades will come from four multiple-choice exams (one of which will take place during final exam time, but will not be cumulative and will be equal in length to the other two) and completion of ten lab assignments.  
Labs: Each lab must be completed by the beginning of class on the day specified in the syllabus (most Thursdays).  As the course instructor, I have access to a coglab spreadsheet that tells me when and if you completed the assignment.  The lab assignments are worth 10 points each, and will not be accepted late. 
Exams: Each exam is worth 100 points.  If you miss ONE exam, you may make it up on the day of the final, upon completion of the final.  You may only make up one exam.
Extra Credit: There are 520 points possible in the class (four 100-point exams and 12 10-point coglabs), but your grade will be based on 500 points.  There are additional opportunities for extra credit each class period via the “Question of the Day,” which will always take place at the beginning of class and will require a 3x5 index card.
Attendance:

I do not take attendance.  That being said, there will be things I cover in class that will not be covered in the book (in addition to extra-credit opportunities!), and may not be covered on the PowerPoint slides (see below) in any useful detail; these things are fair game for exams.
PowerPoint Slides/Notes:

Some students find these helpful, some don’t.  Be your own judge.  I’ll have PowerPoint slides for each lecture posted by midnight the night before, so if you’d like you can download them, print them out, and bring them with you as a learning aid.  Please bear in mind three things: 1) my PowerPoint slides IN NO WAY will contain all of the information I cover in class.  They should be used as an outline only.  2) The slides may be revised slightly between when I post them and lecture.  I’ll post any revised slides after class. 3) We may do things in class (watch videos, do an in-class activity, etc.) that aren’t in the slides.  PLEASE don’t use them as a substitute for missing a class.
Academic Dishonesty:

Familiarize yourself with the University’s policy on academic misconduct, particularly the different types of misconduct.  Any instances of academic dishonesty will be addressed according to University regulations; Miami University’s policy is outlined in Sections 01.501 – 01.507 of the 2005-2006 Student Handbook, and can be viewed at http://www.miami.muohio.edu/documents_and_policies/handbook/academic_regulations/acadregspv.cfm.
Accommodations and Considerations:
If you require special accommodations or if you have a condition or disability that will require special consideration for this course, please register with the University’s Office of Disability Resources (9-1541).  The office will make the necessary arrangements.  The instructor must be notified during the first week of class.

(Tentative) Course Schedule: This schedule is subject to change.  If any changes are made, an announcement will be made on Blackboard and a revised syllabus will be available for download immediately.

	Wk
	Date
	Topic/Important dates
	Ch.
	Coglab

	1
	1/15
1/17
	Introduction to Cognitive Psychology
More intro
	1

1
	

	2
	1/22
1/24
	Cognitive Neuroscience

Cognitive Neuroscience
	2

2
	Brain Asymmetry

	3
	1/29
1/31
	Attention/Consciousness
Attention/Consc.; Rev. for Exam #1
	3

3
	Stroop Effect

	4
	2/5
2/7
	Exam #1

Perception
	4
	Visual Search

	5
	2/12
2/14
	Perception

Memory: Models and Methods
	4

5
	Memory Span

	6
	2/19
2/21
	Monday/Tuesday switch day: No class
Memory: Models and Methods
	5
	Encoding Specificity

	7
	2/26
2/28
	Memory Processes
Memory Processes/Review for Exam #2
	6

6
	False Memory

	8
	3/4

3/6
	Exam #2
Knowledge Representation
	7
	Mental Rotation

	9
	3/11
3/13
	Knowledge Rep./Organization

Knowledge Organization
	7/8

8
	Prototypes

	10
	3/18
3/20
	Spring Break: No class
Spring Break: No class
	
	

	11
	3/25
3/27
	Language: Nature and Acquisition

Language: Nature and Acquisition
	9

9
	Lexical Decision

	12
	4/1
4/3
	Language in Context

Language in Context/Rev. for Exam #3
	10

10
	Word Superiority

	13
	4/8
4/10
	Exam #3
Problem-Solving & Creativity
	11
	Monty Hall

	14
	4/15
4/17
	Problem-Solving & Creativity
Expertise
	11
	

	15
	4/22
4/24
	Decision-Making & Reasoning
Decision-Making & Reasoning
	12
12
	Typical Reasoning

	16
	4/29
5/1
	Human & Artificial Intelligence

Wrap-up; Review for Exam #4
	13
	

	Final Exam: Friday, May 9th 9:45 a.m. to 10:35 a.m. in PSYC 131
Make-up exam time: Friday, May 9th 10:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. in PSYC 131


